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WELCOME 
FROM THE DIRECTOR OF CURRICULUM  
 

Dear Students and Parents / Guardians, 
 

We are excited to be continuing with you on the learning journey into the Senior Years at Rouse Hill Anglican 
College.  

As a College, we pride ourselves on being able to offer our students a comprehensive range of options for 
Year Eleven and Year Twelve study which are tailored to personal interests and abilities. Our Senior School 
teachers are excellent educators who are highly committed to providing the best support to our students 
through the HSC journey, both academically and socially. We hope that our students can find a course 
pathway that will suit the gifts and talents that God has given them.  

Students continuing study through Years Eleven and Twelve will open up many doors for adult life. This may 
be in terms of future study opportunities, employment or additional training. It is important to have high 
expectations of your God given capacity and set aspirational goals for your remaining time at the College.  

As you complete your final years of schooling, remember that no matter what your future path is, completing 
your HSC is something to be proud of in itself. 

We look forward to partnering with you on your continued learning journey.  

 

Kind regards,  
 

Hadley Johnston 

Director of Curriculum  
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GENERAL INFORMATION 
The New South Wales (NSW) Higher School Certificate (HSC) is an internationally recognised credential that 
provides a strong foundation for students wishing to pursue tertiary qualifications, vocational training and/or 
employment. 

Students in Stage Six undertake a pattern of learning/study normally over two years: 

Preliminary Course in Year Eleven - minimum of 12 units (English is compulsory) 

There are no external examinations. The internal assessment program leads to the award of the Record of 
School Achievement (RoSA) for students who do not complete Year Twelve. 

The Preliminary Course spans from Term One to Term Three inclusive. Students must satisfactorily complete the 
requirements of the Preliminary program to move onto the HSC program. 

HSC Course in Year Twelve - minimum of 10 units (English is compulsory) 

Internal assessments, as well as external examinations at the end of the course, lead to the award of the 
Higher School Certificate and, for those students intending to undertake tertiary study, an Australian Tertiary 
Admission Rank (ATAR). 

For some students, it is recommended that they maintain 12 units in Year Twelve, however, in individual cases 
and upon application to the Director of Curriculum, a decrease to 11 units or to 10 units will be considered. It 
should be noted that class times not timetabled with a specific course should be spent in the Library doing 
quiet private study. 

COMPULSORY ASPECTS OF SCHOOL LIFE 
All Year Eleven and Twelve students have timetabled 
periods for the following: 

• Christian  Education 

• Homeroom and Vertical Group 

• Assembly  

• Chapel 

WHAT TYPE OF COURSES CAN I SELECT? 
Board Developed Courses  

These are courses developed by the NSW Education 
Standards Authority (NESA). Information on the 
courses that we may offer are outlined in this booklet.   

There is a syllabus for each course that contains: 

• the course objectives, structure, content 
and outcomes 

• specific course requirements 

• assessment requirements 

• sample examination papers and marking 
guidelines 

• the performance bands 

These courses are examined externally at the end of 
the HSC course and contribute towards the 
calculation of the Australian Tertiary Admission Rank 
(ATAR). 

Content Endorsed Courses 

These are courses developed by NESA, however, 
they are not examined externally (no HSC Exam) and 
therefore do not contribute to the ATAR. They do 
contribute to the student’s HSC including the number 
of units studied. 

TAFE Delivered Vocational Education and Training 
Courses (TVET) Courses 

Students undertaking one of these courses would 
normally attend a TAFE Institute on one afternoon per 
week (approx. 4 hours) and would be responsible for 
making their own way from the College to the TAFE. 
Courses may also be studied externally through 
OTEN.    

These courses incur an additional cost to parents 
(varying from approximately $1550 to $4500 per 
year), the amount being determined by the 
individual modules in the course. It may be possible 
for certain courses to attract a subsidy administered 
by the Association of Independent Schools to offset 
a part of the cost but it is by no means certain if the 
application for the subsidy will be successful. 

The student fees charged for TVET and OTEN courses 
will be the 2022 course fee minus any subsidy 
received from the Association of Independent 
Schools. Fees will be determined during Term Two 
and charged to the Term Three fee statement.  

EXTERNAL COURSES 
A range of courses are available through distance 
education institutions, such as the NSW School of 
Languages (NSL) and the Sydney Distance Education 
High School (SDE), for students who wish to study a 
particular course that may not be offered at the 
College. Students will complete their modules of 
notes and activities using a Learning Management 
System such as Moodle or Canvas and will hand in 
work on a regular basis, usually per week. The periods 
that students do not have an RHAC subject, usually 
nine lessons a fortnight, are spent working individually 
in the Library. Assessments are completed both at 
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school and at the distance school. Overall 
supervision regarding student progress is provided by 
the Head of Languages and External Studies and 
students who wish to complete any of these courses 
should contact Ms Wilcox for further information. As 
with TAFE delivered courses, any external course will 
incur an additional cost to parents, currently set at 
$800 per year 

WHAT ARE UNITS? 
All courses offered for the Higher School Certificate 
have a unit value.  Subjects may have a value of 1 
unit or 2 units.  Most courses are 2 units, although all 
extension courses have a value of 1 unit. 

Each unit involves class time of approximately 60 
hours per year.  In the HSC each unit has a value of 
50 marks, hence a 2 unit course has a value of 100 
marks. 

2 units = approx. 120 hours per year 
 = 100 marks 

The following is a guide to help you understand the 
pattern of courses. 

2 Unit Course: This is the basic structure for most 
courses.  It has a value of 100 marks. 

Extension Course: Extension study may be available 
in a restricted number of subjects.  Extension courses 
build on the content of the 2 Unit course and carry 
an additional value of 1 unit.  These courses require 
students to work beyond the standard of the 2 Unit 
course.   

English and Mathematics Extension Courses are 
available at Preliminary and HSC levels.  Students 
must study the Preliminary Extension course in these 
subjects before proceeding to the two HSC Extension 
courses (Extension 1 and Extension 2).  The Extension 
2 course requires students to work beyond the 
standard of the Extension 1 course.  They are suitable 
for those students who demonstrate an exceptional 
interest and ability in a subject. 

HSC Extension courses, other than English and 
Mathematics, which are also available, are History, 
Science and Music. These extension courses are 
examined in Year Twelve only. 

Generally, Extension courses are delivered ‘off 
timetable’ and therefore will occur before or after 
normal school hours. 

WHAT ARE THE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE 
AWARD OF THE HSC? 
To be awarded the HSC the following requirements 
must be satisfied: 

• Satisfactory completion of courses which 
meet the pattern of study required by the 
NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) 
for the award of the Higher School 
Certificate.  This includes the completion of 

the practical, oral or project works required 
for specific courses and the assessment 
requirements for each course. 

• Successful completion of at least 12 
Preliminary course units, followed by at least 
10 Higher School Certificate course units. 
You may not enter a new course in the HSC 
year if it has not been studied in the 
Preliminary year. 

• Attendance and serious attempts at the 
Higher School Certificate Examinations. 

The Preliminary course and the HSC course must 
include the following: 

• at least 6 units of Board Developed Courses 
• at least 2 units of English 
• at least 3 courses of 2 unit value or greater 
• at least 4 subjects 
• if students select more than one Category B 

course they will be reminded, that for the 
purpose of calculating the ATAR, only one 
can be included 

• no more than six units of Science courses 
can be included in the minimum 12 
Preliminary units and no more than seven 
units in Year Twelve 

Information regarding senior study in NSW is available 
on the NESA website:  

www.educationstandards.nsw.edu.au through NSW 
Students Online. The Universities Admissions Centre 
(UAC) is also a source of information for senior 
students: www.uac.edu.au.  

WHAT IS REQUIRED TO GET AN ATAR? 
To be eligible for an Australian Tertiary Admission 
Rank (ATAR), a student must complete at least 10 
units of Board Developed HSC Courses including 2 
units of English.  The Board Developed Courses must 
include at least 3 courses of 2 units or greater and at 
least 4 subjects. The ATAR will be based on an 
aggregate of scaled marks in 10 units of Board 
Developed Courses, comprising the best 2 units of 
English and the best 8 units from the remaining units. 

Students are advised not to approach a pattern of 
study anticipating at any time that they will 
automatically discontinue a particular 2 unit subject 
at the end of the Preliminary Course. When 
circumstances change at the end of the Preliminary 
Course, for example, replacing a 2 unit course with 
an Extension course or reducing the number of 
courses being studied, the relevant issues should be 
discussed with parent/s, teachers, the Director of 
Curriculum and the Head of the relevant 
department, prior to completing a Stage Six Course 
Change Form. Therefore, students should treat each 
subject within their Preliminary Course pattern of 
study as though it will be carried through to the end 
of the Higher School Certificate.

http://www.uac.edu.au/
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ASSESSMENT AND REPORTING 
School-based assessment counts for 50% of the 
overall mark in each HSC course and is reported on 
the student’s Higher School Certificate Record of 
Achievement.  The other 50% is each student’s 
result in the Higher School Certificate Examination. 

 

Marks are not awarded in any VET course, rather 
assessment is competency based according to the 
National Training Package. Assessment is holistic, 
continuous and ongoing.  VET courses with an 
optional HSC examination result in the examination 
attributing 100% of the HSC mark for the course. 
 

The school-based assessment program is designed 
to measure performance in a wider range of 
outcomes than is possible in an examination and 
students must satisfactorily complete the 
assessment program as set by the College for each 
course. Assessment tasks may include tests, written 
or oral assignments, practical activities, fieldwork 
and/or projects. 

 

The College will provide a copy of the assessment 
program for each course in a booklet called the 
Assessment Guide at the beginning of the relevant 
year.  This booklet will outline the nature, weighting 
and due date of each task. 

 

The HSC mark for 2 unit courses will be reported on 
a scale of 0 - 100.  A mark of 50 will represent the 
minimum standard expected.  There will be five 
performance bands above 50 that correspond to 
different levels of achievement in knowledge, skills 
and understanding. Band 6 (90 - 100) will 
correspond to the highest level of achievement. 

 

On the satisfactory completion of the HSC, a 
portfolio, containing the items below, will be 
provided: 

• HSC Testamur: This official certificate 
confirms achievement of all requirements 
for the award. 

• Record of Achievement: This is a list of the 
courses studied and a report of the marks 
and bands achieved. 

• Course Reports: The Reports present 
marks, performance scale and the band 
descriptions for that course.  A graph 
showing the state-wide distribution of 
marks in the course is also shown. 

• VET Transcript:  Students enrolled in VET 
courses will receive a transcript of their 
Qualification or Statement of Attainment 
listing their achievement in each unit of 
competency.  

 

COURSE SELECTION PROCESS 
 Interviews with Career Advisor  

 Year Eleven 2022 Subject Booklet 
distributed 

 Survey to determine interest in courses 
and establish our 2022 Teaching lines 

 Year Eleven 2022 Subject Information 
Evening  

 Completion of Course Selection online 

 Applications for external courses through 
Head of Languages and Distance 
Education or TAFE courses through 
Careers Advisor 

 Initial confirmation of course selection 

 Students who do not receive their 
preferences may be notified to reselect 
their courses 

 Final confirmation of course selection 
 

Note: 

For a course to be confirmed a sufficient number 
of students must select it and teaching staff be 
available. 

After the initial survey of interest, course lines will be 
formed. Some students may be asked to choose 
an alternative subject if two (or more) of their 
choices have been allocated to the same line. 
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LEARNING THE LANGUAGE OF THE HSC 
ATAR  

Australian Tertiary Admission Rank. A number 
between 1 and 99.95 based on a student’s best 10 
units of work. The ATAR indicates a student’s place in 
NSW relative to all other students who were enrolled 
in Year 12 for the current student cohort. ATAR ranks 
are directly comparable between Australian states. 
Admission to Australian universities most frequently is 
based on a student’s ATAR.  

BOARD DEVELOPED COURSE  

A course developed by the NSW Education 
Standards Authority (NESA). These courses, in most 
cases, can be included in the calculation of the 
ATAR.  

CATEGORY A COURSE  

The criteria for Category A classification is the 
degree to which the course contributes to assumed 
knowledge for university studies.  

CATEGORY B COURSE  

Category B courses are regarded as contributing less 
to assumed knowledge for university studies. Only 2 
units of Category B courses can count towards ATAR 
calculation.  

CONTENT ENDORSED COURSE  

Courses have syllabuses endorsed by NESA to cater 
for areas of special interest not covered in the Board 
Developed Courses.  

COURSE  

A branch of study within a subject. (e.g. English 
Standard) 

COURSE CLUSTER  

The arrangement of groups of HSC subjects in such a 
way so as to obtain maximum credit transfer into a 
TAFE course.  
CREDIT TRANSFER  

TAFE recognises the skills and knowledge gained 
through some courses or life experience. Credit 
transfer is one type of recognition, which is based on 
agreements between institutions. Many HSC courses 
provide credit transfer opportunities into NSW TAFE. 
Students therefore enter TAFE courses with advanced 
standing.  

 

 

DISTANCE EDUCATION  

A form of study that takes place outside the school 
by correspondence. Periodical residential 
attendance is usually required.  

EXTENSION COURSE  

Extension courses build on the content of a 2 Unit 
course and carry an additional value of 1 Unit. 
English and Mathematics Extension Courses are 
available at Preliminary and HSC levels. HSC 
extension courses in subjects other than English and 
Mathematics are offered and examined in the HSC 
year only.  

HSC COURSE  

The HSC Course begins after the completion of the 
compulsory Preliminary Course. (NB: It is possible to 
study Preliminary courses and HSC courses in one 
year.)  

LINE  

A group of courses on the timetable that are run at 
the same time (NB. You can only choose 1 course 
from each line.)  

MINIMUM STANDARDS 

A minimum standard of literacy and numeracy is 
required to receive the HSC to reflect the 
importance of literacy and numeracy for success in 
daily life. HSC students will need to meet the HSC 
minimum standard in three areas – reading, writing 
and numeracy. 

NSW SCHOOL OF LANGUAGES  

A NSW Government provider of Distance Education 
in languages. 
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PART-TIME TRAINEESHIPS  

A VET course that includes paid part time 
employment that occurs concurrently with 
Preliminary and HSC studies – i.e. spread over 2 years. 
The students undertaking these courses will receive a 
Traineeship qualification.  

PATHWAYS  

An option that enables students to construct 
different pathways through their senior studies 
including extended time to complete their course. 
Up to 5 years can be taken to complete the HSC.  

PRELIMINARY COURSE  

Preliminary courses are those usually taken in Year 
Eleven and do not have an external examination.  

SUBJECT  

A general name given to an area of study e.g. 
English, that may have several different courses e.g. 
English Advanced.  

 

UNIT  

All courses offered for the HSC have a unit value. 
Courses may be a value of 1 unit or 2 units. Most 
courses are 2 units. The units indicate the amount of 
time allocated to a course. 2 Units are equivalent to 
6 periods a fortnight (120 hours per year). In the HSC 
each unit has a value of 50 marks. (i.e. 2 units = 120 
hours per year = 100 marks)  

VET COURSES  

Vocational Education and Training Courses are 
courses which are relevant to industry needs and 
have clear links to post-school education. These 
courses allow students to gain both HSC 
qualifications and accreditation with industry and 
the workplace as part of the Australian Qualifications 
Framework (AQF). These courses have a specific 
workplace component and students receive special 
documentation showing the competencies gained. 
Some of these courses are delivered by schools and 
some by TAFE.
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RHAC COURSES 
DEPARTMENT, COURSE AND HEADS OF DEPARTMENT  

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

Head of Department: Mr Conoulty 

• Studies of Religion I 

• Studies of Religion II 

ENGLISH 

Head of Department: Mrs Bromley 

• English Studies 

• English Standard 

• English Advanced 

• English Extension 1 

• English Extension 2 (Year Twelve) 

• Drama  

HSIE 

Head of Department: Mr Holbrook 

• Ancient History 

• Business Studies 

• Economics 

• Geography 

• History Extension (Year Twelve) 

• Legal Studies 

• Modern History 

• Society and Culture  

LANGUAGES 

Head of Department: Ms Wilcox 

• German Beginners  

• Japanese Beginners 

• Japanese Continuers 

MATHEMATICS 

Head of Department: Mr Blythe 

• Mathematics Standard 

• Mathematics Advanced 

• Mathematics Extension 1 

• Mathematics Extension 2 (Year Twelve)  

MUSIC 

Head of Department: Mrs Ahn                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
• Music 1 

• Music 2 

• Music Extension (Year Twelve)  

PDHPE 

Head of Department: Mr Kennedy 

• Dance 

• PDHPE 

• Sport, Lifestyle and Recreation (Category 
B Course)  

SCIENCE 

Head of Department: Mrs Chamberlain 

• Biology 

• Chemistry 

• Physics  

• Science Extension (Year Twelve) 

TAS  

Head of Department: Mrs Rabone 

• Community and Family Studies 

• Design and Technology 

• Exploring Early Childhood (Category B 
Course)  

• Food Technology 

• Industrial Technology (Timber)  

• Information Processes and Technology 

• Textiles and Design 

VISUAL ARTS 

Head of Department: Mrs Sposobin 

• Photography, Video and Digital Imaging 
(Category B Course) 

• Visual Arts 

VET 

VET Co-ordinator: Mr Baird 

• Business Services (Category B Course) 

• Entertainment Industry (Category B 
Course) 

• Hospitality: Food and Beverage (Category 
B Course) 
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EXTERNAL PROVIDERS 
TVET (TAFE DELIVERED VOCATIONAL 
EDUCATION AND TRAINING)  WESTERN 
SYDNEY INSTITUTE  
With TVET, you can get a head start on your career 
by completing a TAFE NSW course, while still at 
school. TVET courses are available to students in Year 
Eleven and Twelve (Stage 6) as well as students in 
Year Nine and Ten (Stage 5). The majority of courses 
are Stage Six courses which count towards your HSC, 
with some contributing towards your Australian 
Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR).  

BENEFITS OF TVET AT TAFE NSW  
You will gain work related skills and experience that 
is recognised and valued by employers. In many 
TVET courses, in addition to your theoretical training, 
you will also be required to complete a mandatory 
work placement. TVET studies can be used to help 
you gain a place in a TAFE NSW Higher Education 
course or at a university, by contributing to your 
ATAR.  

Your TVET qualification will also provide you with an 
industry qualification. TVET courses may also 
contribute towards credit or advanced standing in 
your next TAFE NSW course. By successfully 
completing your TVET course, you will gain two 
credentials upon finishing school; one from the New 
South Wales Educational Standards Authority 
(NESA), and another from TAFE NSW. For more 
information you may want to explore this link: 
https://www.tafensw.edu.au/study/types-
courses/tvet 

TAFE are running information sessions online this year 
because of COVID-19. There are three opportunities 
to participate in these sessions. The links can be 
found on the Careers Webpage with an extensive list 
of TAFE courses offered:  

https://www.rhaccareers.com/custom-page/3  

Courses count towards the ATAR if: 

• The 240 hour course that you complete is 
ATAR enabled 

• The student completes the mandatory work 
placement 

• The student completes the optional HSC 
Exam (NESA) 

 

For more information, including travel times, on the 
VET courses, please visit the website: 
www.rhaccareers.com 

EVET COURSES 
These courses work the same as TVET courses. The ‘T’ 
in TVET stands for TAFE delivered. The ‘E’ in EVET 
stands for ‘Externally Provided.’ That means external 
to the school and encompasses both TAFE delivered 
and privately provided courses. 

There are a three externally provided courses that 
could be offered next year.  

• 27101 – Human Services (Allied Health) 
HLT33015 – Certificate III in Allied Health 
Assistance 2u x 2y ATAR Nepean Hospital 

• Certificate II and III in Entertainment 
Industries, which enable high school 
students access to AIE's specialist project-
based training in game development and 
3D animation. These courses are Non-ATAR 
but count as units towards the HSC and can 
be completed entirely during the holidays. 

• AVI30316 Certificate III in Aviation (Remote 
Pilot – Visual Line of Sight), as well as your 
Aeronautical Radio Certificate and Remote 
Pilot Licence (RePL). 

SCHOOL BASED APPRENTICESHIPS AND 
TRAINEESHIPS 
School Based Apprenticeships (SBAs) and School 
Based Traineeships (SBTs) combine paid work with 
TAFE NSW training and school. They give you the 
opportunity to gain a nationally recognised VET 
qualification as well as your HSC and valuable 
workplace skills and experience through part-time 
paid employment. 

After successfully completing an SBA or SBT, you will 
receive a TAFE NSW transcript of academic record 
which may count towards further study. 

At the end of your SBA you will have also finished the 
full first year of your full apprenticeship. 

• Find out more about Apprenticeships and 
Traineeships 

• Find out more about School Based 
Apprenticeships and Traineeships in NSW 
  

https://www.tafensw.edu.au/study/types-courses/tvet
https://www.tafensw.edu.au/study/types-courses/tvet
https://www.rhaccareers.com/custom-page/3
https://www.tafensw.edu.au/why/vet-facts
https://www.tafensw.edu.au/why/vet-facts
https://www.tafensw.edu.au/study/types-courses/apprenticeships-traineeships
https://www.tafensw.edu.au/study/types-courses/apprenticeships-traineeships
http://www.sbatinnsw.info/
http://www.sbatinnsw.info/
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NSW SCHOOL OF LANGUAGES  
For students who wish to study a language which is 
not offered at RHAC or does not fit within the Year 
Eleven and Twelve subject lines. Strict conditions 
apply. 
https://nswschoollang.schools.nsw.gov.au/ 
Courses 

• Chinese 

• French 

• German  

• Indonesian 

• Italian 

• Japanese 

• Korean 

• Latin 

• Modern Greek 

• Portuguese 

• Russian  

• Spanish 

SYDNEY DISTANCE EDUCATION HIGH 
SCHOOL (SDE) 
Sydney Distance Education High School offers a 
range of academic courses for study, however, 
languages are not included at this distance school.  
Students who are not able to study a particular 
course at RHAC can apply to complete a distance 
education course through this external provider. 
Strict conditions apply and for information contact 
the Head of Languages and External Studies.  

https://sydneyh-d.schools.nsw.gov.au/ 

Subjects offered at SDEHS are included in the 
following categories: 

• Computer Studies 

• Creative Arts 

• English 

• HSIE 

• Mathematics 

• PDHPE 

• Science 

• Social Sciences 

• TAS 

• VET Courses 

 

FINIGAN SCHOOL OF DISTANCE EDUCATION 
Finigan School of Distance Education offers a range 
of academic courses for study.  Students who are not 
able to study a particular course at RHAC can apply 
to complete a distance education course through 
this external provider. Strict conditions apply and for 
information contact the Head of Languages and 
External Studies.  

Areas of study include: 

• English including English as an Additional 
Language or Dialect (EAL/D) 

• HSIE 

• Mathematics 

• PDHPE 

• Science 

• TAS 

• VET Courses 

https://finigan-d.schools.nsw.gov.au/ 

CHARGING OF FEES FOR EXTERNAL COURSES 
Full fees will be charged to students who choose to 
study external courses except in exceptional 
circumstances to be approved by the Principal. Fees 
are currently set as $800 per subject per year. 
Examples of exceptional circumstances may 
include: 

• students studying more than one external 
program 

• a course that has previously been offered 
for the student at RHAC being discontinued 

• significant financial hardship 

In these cases, a subsidised fee may be charged, as 
determined by the Principal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

https://nswschoollang.schools.nsw.gov.au/
https://sydneyh-d.schools.nsw.gov.au/
https://finigan-d.schools.nsw.gov.au/


RHAC Stage Six Subject Information Booklet 2022 - Page 12 

ANCIENT HISTORY 
COURSE SUMMARY 
The Preliminary course is structured to provide students with opportunities to 
develop and apply their understanding of methods and issues involved in the 
investigation of the ancient past. Through the use of archaeological and 
written sources, students investigate various aspects of the ancient world, 
including historical sites, people, societies, events and developments.  

The HSC course is structured to provide students with opportunities to apply 
their understanding of archaeological and written sources and relevant 
historiographical issues in the investigation of the ancient past. They also study 
the key features and sources from an ancient society, historical period and 
ancient personality. 

COURSE UNITS 

PRELIMINARY COURSE 

Part I:  Investigating Ancient History and Case Studies 

• Representation of an Ancient Warrior Queen: Was Boudicca a 
“superstar” or a “wrecking ball”? 

• Source and Site Study: What really happened at Masada, the site 
of one of the greatest sieges staged by the Roman military 
machine. 

• Roman Gladiators and Games 

Part II:  Features of Ancient Societies 

• The role of Augustus Caesar and Ramesses II. 

Part III:  Historical Investigation 

• The investigation may be undertaken as a stand alone study or 
integrated into any aspect of the Year Eleven course and need not 
be completed as one project. It may be conducted individually or 
collaboratively. It must not overlap with or duplicate topics covered 
in the Year Twelve Ancient History or History Extension courses. 

HSC COURSE 

Part I:  Core Study – Cities of Vesuvius – Pompeii and Herculaneum  

Part II:  ONE Ancient Society – Sparta: Society of Warriors 

Part III:  ONE Personality in their time - Agrippina 

Part IV: ONE Historical Period – Rome in the time of the Julio-Claudians: death, 
destruction and murder. 

RECOMMENDED FOR 
Ancient History is recommended for students who enjoy examining evidence, 
making hypotheses and using the hints, clues and fragments left in sources from 
the ancient past to reconstruct the lives of ancient societies.  This is an 
academic subject and students should be prepared to read widely and invest 
effort into developing the capacity to write substantial answers that present a 
strong argument based on evidence. 

  

KEY INFO 

• NESA Learning Area: HSIE 

• 2 Unit ATAR 

• Board Developed Course 

• Optional 1 Unit ATAR HSC 
Extension 

 

FUTURE STUDIES 

Skills developed from a study 
of Modern History and/or 
Ancient History are useful in a 
range of courses studied at 
university and TAFE as well as 
in the professional and 
commercial world.  They are 
especially applicable to law, 
teaching, medicine, 
communications, social work 
and journalism.   

 

HSC History Extension will 
provide you with critical and 
reflective thinking skills that 
are essential for effective 
participation in work, higher 
learning and the broader 
community. 
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BIOLOGY 
COURSE SUMMARY 
The study of Biology explores the diversity of life from a molecular to a 
biological systems level. The course examines the interactions between 
living things and the environments in which they live and engages with the 
technologies that assist in investigating current and future biological 
applications. It explores the application of biological principles and their 
significance in finding solutions to health and sustainability issues in a 
changing world. Biology uses Working Scientifically processes to develop 
investigative skills by focusing on developing problem-solving and critical 
thinking skills in order to understand and support the natural environment. 
When Working Scientifically, students are provided with opportunities to 
design and conduct biological investigations both individually and 
collaboratively. Through the analysis of qualitative and quantitative data, 
students are encouraged to solve problems and apply knowledge of 
biological interactions that relate to a variety of fields. 

COURSE UNITS 
The Working Scientifically components of questioning and predicting; 
planning and conducting investigations; processing and analysing data; 
problem solving and communicating are fully integrated into the 
Knowledge and Understanding inquiry questions outlined in the NESA 
Syllabus. In addition, students are required to complete 15 hours of Depth 
Studies in both Year Eleven and Twelve that aim to extend student interest 
in a particular field of Biology. 

PRELIMINARY COURSE 

• Cells as the Basis of Life 

• Organisation of Living Things 

• Biological Diversity 

• Ecosystem 
Dynamics 

The Preliminary Biology course also includes a mandatory field component 
which is integrated into depth study. 

HSC COURSE 

• Hereditary 

• Genetic Change 

• Infectious Diseases 

• Non-Infectious Disease and Disorders

RECOMMENDED FOR 
There are many new and challenging concepts introduced and success in 
Biology requires students to be focused, well organised and prepared to 
ensure they work consistently to keep up with mandated requirements. 
Students selecting this course should have demonstrated a sound 
understanding of Year Ten Science by consistently achieving A, B or high C 
grades in both summative and formative tasks.  

KEY INFO 

• NESA Learning Area: 
Science 

• 2 Unit ATAR 

• Board Developed Course 

• Optional 1 Unit ATAR HSC 
Extension 

 

FUTURE STUDIES 

The study of Biology is often 
undertaken in interdisciplinary 
teams, and complements the 
study of other science 
disciplines and STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics) related tertiary 
courses such as:  

• Biological science  

• Medical science 

• Health 

• Environmental science 

• Genetics 

• Food science 

• Biotechnology  

• Pharmacy 
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BUSINESS STUDIES 
COURSE SUMMARY 
Business activity is a feature of everyone's life. The Business Studies syllabus 
encompasses the theoretical and practical aspects of business in ways 
students will encounter throughout their lives. It offers learning from the 
planning of a small business to the management of operations, marketing, 
finance and human resource in large businesses. 

Contemporary business issues and case studies are embedded in the course to 
provide a stimulating and relevant framework for students to apply to problems 
encountered in the business environment. Business Studies fosters intellectual, 
social and moral development by assisting students to think critically about the 
role of business and its ethical responsibilities to society. 

COURSE UNITS 

PRELIMINARY COURSE 

• Nature of business (20%) – the role and nature of business  

• Business management (40%) – the nature and responsibilities of 
management 

• Business planning (40%) – establishing and planning a small to medium 
enterprise 

HSC COURSE 

• Operations (25%) – strategies for effective operations management 

• Marketing (25%) – development and implementation of successful 
marketing strategies 

• Finance (25%) – financial information in the planning and 
management of business 

• Human resources (25%) – human resource management and business 
performance 

RECOMMENDED FOR 
Business Studies is suitable for students who envisage working for, or one day 
owning their own business.  It introduces the key functions of business and builds 
a foundation for further study in this field.  Students selecting this course should 
be ready to invest time in reading, particularly reviewing case studies and 
building competencies in creative and critical thinking to overcome issues 
presented in a business context.   

  

KEY INFO 

• NESA Learning Area: HSIE 

• 2 Unit ATAR 

• Board Developed Course 

 

FUTURE STUDIES 

The study of Business Studies 
provides students with 
knowledge, understanding 
and skills that form a valuable 
foundation for a range of 
courses at university and TAFE 
as well as in the workforce 
and everyday life. 
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BUSINESS SERVICES (VET) 
COURSE SUMMARY 
The Business Services Course provides students with the practical skills and 
competencies required for employment in the business services sector. This 
course provides students with the opportunity to obtain a national 
vocational qualification under the Australian Qualifications Framework 
(AQF) as part of their NSW Higher School Certificate (HSC). This course 
provides the opportunity for students to sit the optional HSC examination if 
they wish this course to contribute to the calculation of their Australian 
Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR). Students exiting the course after one year 
of study receive a Statement of Attainment recording the units of 
competency they have achieved. 

COURSE STRUCTURE 
This course consists of: 

• seven examinable mandatory focus areas,  

• fifteen units of competency from the HSC elective pool, 

• 70 hours of work placement – minimum 35 hours in Year Eleven.  

Units of competency: 

• Refer to Appendix 1 at the back of this booklet 

COMPETENCY-BASED ASSESSMENT 
HSC VET course are competency-based. Students in this course work to 
develop the skills and knowledge described by each unit of competency. 
To be assessed as competent a student must demonstrate that they can 
effectively carry out tasks to industry standard. Students will be 
progressively assessed as ‘competent’ or ‘not yet competent’ in individual 
units of competency. 

RECOMMENDED FOR 
This course is recommended for students who are interested in the 
administration and daily activities of the office environment. The skills and 
knowledge developed while obtaining the Cert II in Business will assist 
students with their application for entry level roles within the business sector.  

KEY INFO 

• NESA Learning Area: VET 

• 2 Unit ATAR 

• AQF VET Qualification: 
BSB20115 Certificate II in 
Business 

• Registered Training 
Organisation (RTO): 
Association of Independent 
Schools RTO No. 90413 

• Course type: Category B 

• Course costs: $0 

• Exclusions: Business 
Administration Board 
Endorsed courses.   

 

FUTURE PATHWAYS 

• Diploma in Business 
Services 

• Diploma in Business 
Administration 

• Degree in areas such as: 

o Business Operations 
and Management 

o Compliance and Risk 
Management 

o Human Resources 

o Information 
Management 

o Leadership and 
Management 

o Legal Services 

o Marketing 

CAREERS 
• Administration assistant 

• Clerical worker 

• Data entry operator 

• Information desk clerk 

• Officer junior 

• Receptionist 



RHAC Stage Six Subject Information Booklet 2022 - Page 16 

CHEMISTRY 
COURSE SUMMARY 
The study of Chemistry explores the structure, composition and reactions of and 
between elements, compounds and mixtures that exist in the Universe. The 
discovery and synthesis of new compounds, the monitoring of elements and 
compounds in the environment, and an understanding of industrial processes 
and their applications to life processes are central to human progress and our 
ability to develop future industries and sustainability. This course encourages 
students to develop appropriate Working Scientifically Skills through a focus on 
the exploration of models, understanding of theories and laws, and 
examination of the interconnectedness between seemingly dissimilar 
phenomena. Chemistry involves using differing scales, specialised 
representations, explanations, predictions and creativity, especially in the 
development and pursuit of new materials. It requires students to use their 
imagination to visualise the dynamic, minuscule world of atoms in order to gain 
a better understanding of how chemicals interact. 

COURSE UNITS 
The Working Scientifically components of questioning and predicting; planning 
and conducting investigations; processing and analysing data; problem 
solving and communicating are fully integrated into the Knowledge and 
Understanding inquiry questions outlined in the NESA. In addition, students are 
required to complete 15 hours of Depth Studies in both Year Eleven and Twelve 
that aim to extend student interest in a particular field of Chemistry. 

PRELIMINARY COURSE 

• Properties and Structure of Matter 

• Introduction to Quantitative Chemistry 

• Reactive Chemistry 

• Drivers of 
Reactions 

HSC COURSE 

• Equilibrium and Acid Reactions 

• Acid/Base Reactions 

• Organic Chemistry 

• Applying 
Chemical 
Ideas 

RECOMMENDED FOR 
Chemistry is a challenging and demanding course that requires students to 
have a strong background in both Science and Mathematics. Students 
selecting Chemistry should have demonstrated competency in Year Ten 
Science by consistently achieving A or high B grades in both summative and 
formative tasks. In addition, they should have achieved high marks in the 5.3 
Mathematical Course in Year Ten and are advised to study the Stage Six 
Courses of Mathematics Advanced or Mathematics Extension 1.   

KEY INFO 

• NESA Learning Area: 
Science 

• 2 Unit ATAR 

• Board Developed Course 

• Optional 1 Unit ATAR HSC 
Extension 

 

FUTURE STUDIES 

An understanding of 
Chemistry is a foundation for 
undertaking tertiary studies in 
a wide range of Science, 
Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics (STEM) fields. A 
knowledge and 
understanding of Chemistry 
often provides the unifying link 
between interdisciplinary 
studies such as: 

• Chemistry 

• Biochemistry 

• Environmental sciences 

• Medicine 

• Health sciences 

• Food science 

• Metallurgy 

• Chemical engineering 
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COMMUNITY AND FAMILY STUDIES 
COURSE SUMMARY 
Community and Family Studies is designed to develop in each student an 
understanding of the diverse nature and interdependence of families and 
communities, within Australian society. The course enables students to plan 
and manage resources effectively in order to address contemporary issues 
facing families and communities. 

COURSE UNITS 

PRELIMINARY COURSE 

• Resource Management (approximately 20% of course time) 

• Individuals and Groups (approximately 40% of course time) 

• Families and Communities (approximately 40% of course time) 

HSC COURSE 

• Research Methodology and Skills (approximately 25% of course 
time) 

• Groups in Context (approximately 25% of course time) 

• Parenting and Caring (approximately 25% of course time) 

HSC Option Modules: 

Select one of the following (approximately 25% of course time) 

• Family and Societal Interactions 

• Social Impact of Technology 

Particular Course Requirements: 

Students are required to complete an Independent Research Project as 
part of the HSC internal assessment. The focus of the Independent Research 
Project should be related to the course content of one or more of the 
following areas: individuals, groups, families, communities, resource 
management. 

RECOMMENDED FOR 
This course is recommended for students who are keen to investigate the 
unique interactions and contributions of individuals, groups, families and 
communities in the development of effective social structures. 

The dynamic nature of this study places particular importance on the skills 
of inquiry and investigation, with research being an integral component.  

KEY INFO 

• NESA Learning Area: TAS 

• 2 Unit ATAR 

• Board Developed Course 

 

FUTURE STUDIES 

The syllabus provides a direct 
link with study and vocational 
Pathways in the area of: 

• Journalism 

• Education 

• Welfare 

• Nursing 

• Social work 

• Counsellor 

• Marketing 

• Community services 

• Psychologist  

• Human resource officer 
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DANCE 
COURSE SUMMARY 
This course provides students with the opportunity to undertake a study of 
Dance as an art form. Students study three interrelated components; 
Performance, Composition and Appreciation and develop their understanding 
of dance practice in relation to a wider appreciation of dance artists and their 
work.  

Main Topics Covered 

Preliminary Course: Students undertake a study of Dance as an art form. There 
is an equal emphasis on the components of Performance, Composition and 
Appreciation in the study of Dance. Students studying Dance bring with them 
a wide range of prior dance experience.  

HSC Course: Students continue common study in the three course components 
of Performance, Composition and Appreciation and undertake an in-depth 
study of dance in one of the Major Study components, either Performance, 
Composition, Appreciation or Dance and Technology. The interrelation of the 
course components is a major feature in the study of dance as an art form and 
is emphasised throughout both courses.  

The published Course Prescriptions, which may change in total or in part every 
three years, indicate works and artists to be studied in the HSC Course in Core 
Appreciation and Major Study Appreciation. 

Costs: Students are required to supply appropriate dance footwear in their 
chosen genre including half ballets or foot thongs. Black fitted shirt or leotard 
with black fitted ¾ or full-length tights. 

COURSE UNITS 

PRELIMINARY COURSE 

• Performance (40%)  

• Composition (30%)  

• Appreciation (30%)  

HSC COURSE 

• Core (60%) Performance 20%, Composition 20%, Appreciation 20% 

• Major Study of student selection (40%) Performance or Composition or 
Appreciation or Dance and Technology. 

RECOMMENDED FOR 
The senior Dance course is a combination of practical and theory modules. 
Students work to understand theoretical concepts and apply these in a number 
of practical performances. This course is designed for students who enjoy 
dance and are able to perform as part of their assessment. While not 
mandatory, previous experience is beneficial.  

KEY INFO 

• NESA Learning Area: 
Creative Arts 

• 2 Unit ATAR 

• Board Developed Course 

• Exclusions: Projects 
developed for assessment 
in one subject are not to be 
used either in full or in part 
for assessment in any other 
subject. 

FUTURE STUDIES 

The syllabus provides a direct 
link with study and vocational 
pathways in the areas of 
recreational, paramedical, 
movement and health 
sciences. This course may also 
assist in preparing for 
employment and / or further 
study in these areas.  

Careers may include: 

• Secondary teacher 

• Dance teacher / Studio 
owner 

• Career in the performing 
arts fields 

• Arts administrator 

• Community arts worker 

• Dance movement 
psychotherapist 

• Personal trainer 

• Theatre director 

• Dietician 

• Exercise and sport science 

• Health science 

• Nursing 

• Occupational therapy 

• Physiotherapy 

• Psychologist 

• Sports coach 

• Theatre journalist 

• Sports management 

• Sports psychology 
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DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY 
COURSE SUMMARY 
Students study design processes, design theory and factors in relation to 
design projects. 

In the Preliminary Course, students study designing and producing, which 
includes the completion of two design projects. 

In the HSC Course, students undertake a study of innovation and emerging 
technologies, which includes a case study of an innovation. They also study 
designing and producing, which includes the completion of a Major Design 
Project. 

COURSE UNITS 

PRELIMINARY COURSE 

• Design theory and practice  

• design processes  

• factors affecting designing and producing 

• technologies in industrial and commercial settings 

• environmental and social issues 

• creative approaches to design 

• collaborative approaches to design 

• project analysis, market research and project management.  

As part of this study, students will complete 2 design projects.  

HSC COURSE  

• Designs and design practice 

• factors which may impact on successful innovation 

• the impact of emerging technologies 

• historical and cultural influence  

• ethical and environmental design issues. 

A significant part of the HSC Course is the design and production of a Major 
Design Project. The Major Design Project involves students selecting and 
applying appropriate design, production and evaluation skills to a product, 
system or environment which satisfies an identified need or opportunity. 

RECOMMENDED FOR 
The Design and Technology course is recommended for students who enjoy 
solving problems and being creative. 

In this course, students will also learn about the factors that contribute to 
successful design and production.  It will develop students’  confidence, 
competence and responsibility in designing, producing and evaluating to 
meet needs and opportunities. 

   

KEY INFO 

• NESA Learning Area: TAS 

• 2 Unit ATAR 

• Board Developed Course 

 

FUTURE STUDIES 

Design and Technology may 
lead to careers in a range of 
design fields including: 

Industrial Design 

• Graphic design 

• Architecture 

• Advertising 

• Marketing and business 
management 

Design and Technology gives 
advanced standing in a 
number of certificate and 
diploma courses at TAFE. 
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DRAMA 
COURSE SUMMARY 
Students in Drama study the practices of Making, Performing and Critically 
Studying. Students engage with these components through collaborative and 
individual experiences. 

COURSE UNITS 

PRELIMINARY COURSE 

Content comprises an interaction between the components of Improvisation, 
Playbuilding and Acting, Elements of Production in Performance and Theatrical 
Traditions and Performance Styles. Learning comes from practical experiences 
in each of these areas.  

Main Topics Covered 

• Improvisation, Playbuilding, Acting  

• Elements of Production in Performance  

• Theatrical Traditions and Performance Styles 

HSC COURSE 

Australian Drama and Theatre and Studies in Drama and Theatre involves the 
theoretical study through practical exploration of themes, issues, styles and 
movements of traditions of theatre, exploring relevant acting techniques, 
performance styles and spaces.  

The Group Performance involves creating a piece of original theatre. It 
provides opportunity for each student to demonstrate his or her performance 
skills. 

For the Individual Project, students demonstrate their expertise in a particular 
area. They choose one project from Critical Analysis or Design or Performance 
or Script-writing or Video Drama. 

Main Topics Covered 
• Australian Drama and Theatre (Core content) 

• Studies in Drama and Theatre  

• Group Performance (Core content) 

• Individual Project 

OTHER 
Students engage in practical workshop activities and performances to assist 
their understanding, analysis and synthesis of material covered in areas of 
study. In preparing for the group performance, the published Course 
Prescriptions include a topic list. The Individual Project is negotiated between 
the student and the teacher at the beginning of the HSC course. Students 
choosing Individual Project Design or Critical Analysis must base their work on 
one of the texts listed in the published text list. This list changes every three 
years. Students must ensure that they do not choose a text or topic they are 
studying in Drama in the written component or in any other HSC course when 
choosing Individual Projects. 

RECOMMENDED FOR 
Students who have a keen interest in the creative and performing arts.  

KEY INFO 

• NESA Learning Area: English 

• 2 Unit ATAR 

• Board Developed Course 

• Exclusions: Projects 
developed for assessment 
in one subject are not to be 
used either in full or in part 
for assessment in any other 
subject. 
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ECONOMICS 
COURSE SUMMARY 
Economics provides understanding for students about many aspects of the 
economy and its operation that are frequently reported in the media. It 
investigates issues such as why unemployment or inflation rates change 
and how these changes will impact on individuals in society. Economics 
develops students' knowledge and understanding of the operation of the 
global and Australian economy. It develops the analytical, problem-solving 
and communication skills of students. There is a strong emphasis on the 
problems and issues in a contemporary Australian economic context within 
the course. 

COURSE UNITS 

PRELIMINARY COURSE 

• Introduction to Economics – the nature of economics and the 
operation of an economy 

• Consumers and Business – the role of consumers and business in 
the economy  

• Markets – the role of markets, demand, supply and competition 

• Labour Markets – the workforce and role of labour in the economy 

• Financial Markets – the financial market in Australia including the 
share market 

• Government in the Economy – the role of government in the 
Australian economy 

HSC COURSE 

• The Global Economy – Features of the global economy and 
globalisation 

• Australia's Place in the Global Economy – Australia's trade and 
finance 

• Economic Issues – issues including growth, unemployment, 
inflation, wealth and management 

• Economic Policies and Management – the range of policies to 
manage the economy 

RECOMMENDED FOR 
This course is recommended for students who enjoy the challenge of 
working with complex and often abstract concepts.  Students who are keen 
to develop their logical reasoning and critical thinking skills and learn to 
rigorously apply the theoretical constructs of this course to real world events 
and issues will appreciate Economics.  This is a highly academic subject 
and students must be prepared to develop their capacity to write 
substantial responses making sophisticated analyses and observations 
about the Australian and global economies.  

KEY INFO 

• NESA Learning Area: HSIE 

• 2 Unit ATAR 

• Board Developed Course 

FUTURE STUDIES 

Economics is recommended 
study for anyone 
contemplating a career in

• Accounting 

• Business 

• Finance 

• Human resources 

• International relations 

• Management 

• Marketing  

• Real estate 

It will prepare students for 
introductory units in university 
courses such as Commerce or 
Business. 
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ENGLISH STUDIES 
COURSE SUMMARY 
English Studies focuses on supporting students to refine their skills and 
knowledge in English and consolidate their English literacy skills to enhance 
their personal, educational, social and vocational lives. 

The course is distinctive in its focus on the development of students’ language, 
literacy and literary skills. It centres on empowering students to comprehend, 
interpret and evaluate the ideas, values, language forms, features and 
structures of texts from a range of everyday, social, cultural, academic, 
community and workplace contexts. It offers comprehensive and 
contemporary language experiences in the modes of reading, writing, 
speaking, listening, viewing and representing. 

COURSE UNITS 

PRELIMINARY COURSE 

Main Topics Covered 

• Mandatory Module – Achieving through English: English in education, 
work and community (30-40 hours) 

• An additional 2–4 modules (20-30 hours each) 

HSC COURSE 

• Mandatory Common Module: Texts and Human Experiences (30 
hours) 

• An additional 2–4 modules (20-45 hours each) 

TEXT SELECTION 
Across Stage Six the selection of texts will give students experiences of the 
following as appropriate:  

• reading, viewing, listening to and composing a wide range of texts, 
including literary texts written about intercultural experiences and 
peoples and cultures of Asia 

• Australian texts including texts by Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait 
Islander authors and those that give insights into diverse experiences 
of Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander peoples  

• texts with a wide range of cultural, social and gender perspectives, 
popular and youth cultures 

• a range of types of text drawn from prose fiction, drama, poetry, 
nonfiction, film, media and digital texts 

RECOMMENDED FOR 
The course is designed to provide students with opportunities to become 
competent, confident and engaged communicators and to study and enjoy 
a breadth and variety of texts in English.  

Students who are interested in the practical applications of the subject, who 
are interested in a vocational pathway and interested in improving their 
literacy skills. Students must also have a strong work ethic.  

KEY INFO 

• NESA Learning Area: English 

• 2 Unit ATAR (via optional 
HSC Exam) 

• Board Developed Course 

• Exclusions: English 
Standard; English 
Advanced; English ESL; 
English Extension 

 

FUTURE STUDIES 

Students who study the English 
Studies course gain good 
preparation for vocational 
pathways. 
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ENGLISH STANDARD 
COURSE SUMMARY 
The English Standard course provides students who have a diverse range of 
literacy skills, with the opportunity to analyse, study and enjoy a wide and 
variety of English texts to become confident and effective communicators. 
English Standard offers a rich language experience that is reflected through 
the integrated modes of reading, writing, speaking, listening, viewing, 
composing, and representing. 

COURSE UNITS 

PRELIMINARY COURSE 

Mandatory Topics Covered 

• Common Module: Reading to Write (40 hours) 

• Module A: Contemporary Possibilities (40 hours) 

• Module B: Close Study of Literature (40 hours) 

HSC COURSE 

Mandatory Topics Covered 

• Common Module: Texts and Human Experiences (30 hours) 

• Module A: Language, Identity and Culture (30 hours) 

• Module B: Close Study of Literature (30 hours) 

• Module C: The Craft of Writing (30 hours – studied concurrently 
with the Common Module, Modules A and B) 

TEXT SELECTION 
The selection of texts will give students experience of the following: 

• A range of types of texts inclusive of prose fiction, drama, poetry, 
nonfiction, film, media and digital texts 

• Texts which are widely regarded as quality literature, including a 
range of literary texts written about intercultural experiences and 
the peoples and cultures of Asia 

• A range of Australian texts, including texts by Aboriginal and/or 
Torres Strait Islander authors and those that give insights into 
diverse experiences of Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander 
peoples  

• Texts with a wide range of cultural, social and gender 
perspectives 

RECOMMENDED FOR 
Students who wish to increase their expertise in English to enhance their 
personal, educational, social and vocational lives, who want to be 
effective communicators, and who write with competence and clarity, 
who have a strong work ethic and a sound knowledge of the skills required 
in English. Students should also be interested in developing their 
understanding of texts. 
  

KEY INFO 

• NESA Learning Area: English 

• 2 Unit ATAR 

• Board Developed Course 

• Exclusions: English Studies; 
English Advanced; English 
ESL; English Extension 

 

FUTURE STUDIES 

Students who study the English 
Standard course gain 
effective preparation for 
further education at TAFE and 
employment in a wide range 
of career areas. English 
Standard is accepted for 
entry to all university courses 
but it is not considered 
suitable preparation for 
students who wish to study 
English at University. 
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ENGLISH ADVANCED 
COURSE SUMMARY 
In English Advanced, students appreciate, analyse and respond imaginatively 
and critically to literary texts drawn from a range of personal, social, historical 
and cultural contexts, including literature from the past and present and from 
Australian and other cultures. They study challenging written, spoken, visual, 
multimodal and digital texts that represent and reflect a changing global 
world. 

COURSE UNITS 

PRELIMINARY COURSE 

Mandatory Topics Covered 

• Common Module: Reading to Write (40 hours) 

• Module A: Narratives that Shape our World (40 hours) 

• Module B: Critical Study of Literature (40 hours) 

HSC COURSE 

Mandatory Topics Covered 

• Common Module: Texts and Human Experiences (30 hours) 

• Module A: Textual Conversations (30 hours) 

• Module B: Critical Study of Literature (30 hours) 

• Module C: The Craft of Writing (30 hours – studied concurrently with 
the Common Module and Modules A and B) 

TEXT SELECTION 
Across Stage Six the selection of texts will give students experience of: 

• A range of types of texts inclusive of prose fiction, drama, poetry, 
nonfiction, film, media and digital texts 

• Texts which are widely regarded as quality literature, including a 
range of literary texts written about intercultural experiences and the 
peoples and cultures of Asia 

• A range of Australian texts, including texts by Aboriginal and/or Torres 
Strait Islander authors and those that give insights into diverse 
experiences of Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander peoples  

• Texts with a wide range of cultural, social and gender perspectives 

• Integrated modes of reading, writing, listening, speaking, viewing and 
representing as appropriate 

RECOMMENDED FOR 
Students who are keen readers, who want to be effective and insightful 
communicators, who have a strong work ethic, who write with insight and 
fluency, and who exhibit the ability to think critically about literature. Students 
must have a substantial knowledge of the skills required in English and be 
interested in expanding their understanding of texts.   

KEY INFO 

• NESA Learning Area: English 

• 2 Unit ATAR 

• Board Developed Course 

• Exclusions: English Studies; 
English Standard; 
Fundamentals of English; 
English (ESL) 

 

FUTURE STUDIES 

Students who study the English 
Advanced course will be well 
equipped for further study of 
English and related disciplines 
at university. Success in this 
demanding course will be a 
good indicator of success in a 
large range of courses at TAFE 
or University. 
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ENGLISH EXTENSION 1 
COURSE SUMMARY 
The English Extension 1 course provides students who undertake Advanced 
English and are accomplished in their use of English with the opportunity to 
extend their use of language and self-expression in creative and critical 
ways. Through engaging with increasingly complex concepts through a 
broad range of literature, from a range of contexts, they refine their 
understanding and appreciation of the cultural roles and the significance 
of texts. 

COURSE UNITS 

PRELIMINARY COURSE : ENGLISH EXTENSION 

Main Topics Covered 

• Module: Texts, Culture and Value (40 hours) 

• Related research project (20 hours) 

HSC COURSE : ENGLISH EXTENSION 1 

Main Topics Covered 

• Common Module: Literary Worlds with ONE elective option (60 
hours) 

TEXT SELECTION 
Across Stage Six the selection of texts will give students experience of the 
following: 

• texts which are widely regarded as quality literature, including a 
range of literary texts written about intercultural experiences and 
the peoples and cultures of Asia 

• a range of Australian texts, including texts by Aboriginal and/or 
Torres Strait Islander authors and those that give insights into 
diverse experiences of Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander 
peoples  

• a range of types of text drawn from prose fiction, drama, poetry, 
nonfiction, film, media, multimedia and digital texts 

• integrated modes of reading, writing, listening, speaking, viewing 
and representing as appropriate 

RECOMMENDED FOR 
Students who meet the criteria for an English Advanced student, have a 
strong work ethic, are passionate about literature and excel in written and 
spoken forms of communication.   

KEY INFO 

• NESA Learning Area: English 

• 1 Unit ATAR  

• Prerequisites: (a) English 
Advanced (b) Preliminary 
English Extension is a 
prerequisite for English 
Extension 1 course 

• Exclusions: English 
Standard; English Studies; 
English (ESL) 

FUTURE STUDIES 

As the course is analytical in 
nature, students will develop 
skills that are very relevant to 
all forms of tertiary study. 
Students wishing to specialise 
in English, or other humanities 
subjects, at tertiary level will 
be well prepared by the 
Extension English courses. 
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ENGLISH EXTENSION 2 
COURSE SUMMARY 
The English Extension 2 course offers students who are accomplished in their 
use of English the opportunity to craft language and refine their personal voice 
in critical and creative ways. They can master skills in the composition process 
to create a substantial and original Major Work that extends their knowledge, 
understanding and skills developed throughout Stage Six English courses. 
Through the creative process they pursue areas of interest independently, 
develop deep knowledge and manipulate form and features in their own 
extended compositions. 

COURSE UNITS 

HSC COURSE 

Mandatory Topics Covered 

• The Composition Process 

• Major Work 

• Reflection Statement 

• The Major Work Journal (60 hours) 

INVESTIGATION 
Students undertake extensive independent investigation involving a range of 
complex texts during the composition process and document this in their Major 
Work Journal and Reflection Statement.  

The Year Twelve formal school-based assessment program for English Extension 
2 reflects the following requirements: 

Please note: Assessment will be based on the process of composing the Major 
Work. As part of that process, there will be three assessment tasks: 

• a Viva Voce with a weighting of 30% 

• a Literature Review with a weighting of 40% 

• a Critique of the Creative Process with a weighting of 30% 

RECOMMENDED FOR 
Students  who excelled in the Preliminary English Extension course and have 
highly accomplished skills in English.  

KEY INFO 

• NESA Learning Area: English 

• 1 Unit ATAR  

Prerequisites: (a) English 
Advanced (b) Preliminary 
English Extension is a 
prerequisite for English 
Extension 1 course (c) 
English Extension 1 course is 
a prerequisite for English 
Extension 2 course 

• Exclusions: English 
Standard; Fundamentals of 
English; English (ESL) 

 

FUTURE STUDIES 

As the course is analytical in 
nature, students will develop 
skills that are very relevant to 
all forms of tertiary study. 
Students wishing to specialise 
in English, or other humanities 
subjects, at tertiary level will 
be well prepared by the 
English Extension courses. 
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ENTERTAINMENT INDUSTRY (VET) 
COURSE SUMMARY 
The Entertainment Industry Course provides students with the practical skills 
and competencies required for employment in the Live Performance 
sector. This course provides students with the opportunity to obtain a national 
vocational qualification under the Australian Qualifications Framework (AQF) as part 
of their NSW Higher School Certificate (HSC). This course provides the opportunity for 
students to sit the optional HSC examination if they wish this course to contribute to the 
calculation of their Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR). Students exiting the 
course after one year of study receive a Statement of Attainment recording the units 
of competency they have achieved. 

COURSE STRUCTURE 
This course consists of: 

• seven examinable mandatory focus areas,  

• fifteen units of competency from the HSC elective pool, 

• 70 hours of work placement – minimum 35 hours in Year Eleven.  

Units of competency: 

• Refer to Appendix 1 at the back of this booklet 

Students to provide for practical classes: Long black pants such as Cargo 
pants, King Gee Trade or Jeans, black polo shirt from Uniform Shop and 
black closed in leather shoes such as school shoes. 

COMPETENCY-BASED ASSESSMENT 
HSC VET course are competency-based. Students in this course work to 
develop the skills and knowledge described by each unit of competency. 
To be assessed as competent a student must demonstrate that they can 
effectively carry out tasks to industry standard. Students will be progressively 
assessed as ‘competent’ or ‘not yet competent’ in individual units of 
competency 

RECOMMENDED FOR 
This course is recommended for students who are interested in the 
production management or the technical operation of Entertainment 
performances. The skills and knowledge developed in this course will assist 
students with their application for entry level roles within the entertainment 
industry. 
  

KEY INFO 

• NESA Learning Area: VET 

• 2 Unit ATAR 

• AQF VET Qualification: 
CUA30415 Certificate III in 
Live Production and 
Services. 

• Registered Training 
Organisation (RTO): 
Association of Independent 
Schools RTO No. 90413 

• Course type: Category B 

• Course costs: $70 for White 
Card 

• Afternoon class: fortnightly 
until 5pm 

FUTURE PATHWAYS 

• Diploma in Live 
Production and Technical 
Services 

• Degree in sound 
production or event 
management 

 

CAREERS 

• Lighting technician 

• Audio technician 

• AV technician 

• Stage manager 

• Stage crew 

• Front of house staff 

• Event staff 
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EXPLORING EARLY CHILDHOOD 
COURSE SUMMARY 
The core studies are compulsory. There are three parts to the core: 

Part A: Pregnancy and Childbirth (15 hrs) 

Part B: Child Growth and Development (20 hrs) 

Part C:  Promoting Positive Behaviour (10 hrs) 

COURSE UNITS 
The optional modules can each occupy 15-30 hours (indicative time) of study, 
depending on student interest, teacher expertise, available resources and 
intended depth of treatment. 

The following optional course modules are included: 

• Learning Experiences for Young Children 

• The Children’s Services Industry 

• Play and the Developing Child 

• Young Children and Media 

• Starting School 

• Young Children and the Law 

• Gender and Young Children 

• Children’s Literature 

• Children and Change  

• Food and Nutrition 

• Children of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Communities 

• Child Health and Safety 

• Historical and Cultural Contexts of Childhood 

• Young Children with Special Needs 

Both the selection of modules and the sequence for their teaching are matters 
for the school to decide based on need. All core studies, as well as each 
module, have a content section entitled Contemporary Issues. The issues 
included are indicative only and can be selected from or added to according 
to the needs and interests of students or changing understandings and issues 
that have an impact on early childhood. Students who complete this course 
are eligible to apply for the Red Cross Advanced Child Care Certificate. 

RECOMMENDED FOR 
As this course has a practical as well as a theoretical base, it is considered 
important and highly desirable that students have the opportunity to interact 
with young children on a regular basis to observe children, and to gain 
experience in understanding and relating to individual children. This is best 
achieved in informal settings, such as the home, or with friends or relatives 
outside of school hours.  

Where this does not occur, a range of options can be considered, such as 
visiting a nearby playgroup, or having parents and children visit the school.  

KEY INFO 

• NESA Learning Area: TAS 

• 2 Unit NON-ATAR 

• Content Endorsed Course 

 

FUTURE STUDIES 

This course will support 
students in developing a 
commitment to, and capacity 
for lifelong learning in this 
area. The course offers initial 
learning experiences that can 
lead to further port-school 
study at university or TAFE or 
vocational training in the 
context of the workplace. 
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FOOD TECHNOLOGY 
COURSE SUMMARY 
Students will develop knowledge and understanding about the production, 
processing and consumption of food, the nature of food and human 
nutrition and an appreciation of the importance of food to health and its 
impact on society. Skills will be developed in researching, analysing and 
communicating food issues, food preparation, and the design, 
implementation and evaluation of solutions to food situations. 

COURSE UNITS 

PRELIMINARY COURSE 

• Food Availability and Selection 

• Food Quality 

• Nutrition 

HSC COURSE 

• The Australian Food Industry 

• Food Manufacture 

• Food Product Development 

• Contemporary Food Issues in Nutrition 

RECOMMENDED FOR 
This course is recommended for students with a keen interest in nutrition and 
the food industry. Students will learn about a diverse range of topics relating 
to food, and will engage in a predominantly theoretical program designed 
to build knowledge and understanding of food systems, human nutrition 
and the importance of food to health, with practical experiences in 
preparing food by applying the theoretical concepts investigated. 
  

KEY INFO 

• NESA Learning Area: TAS 

• 2 Unit ATAR 

• Board Developed Course 

 

FUTURE STUDIES 

The study of Food Technology 
will provide credit transfer in 
some certificate and diploma 
courses at TAFE. Career 
options might include 
dietetics, food technology, 
teaching and nutrition. 
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GEOGRAPHY 
COURSE SUMMARY 
The Preliminary course investigates biophysical and human geography and 
develops students' knowledge and understanding about the spatial and 
ecological dimensions of Geography. Enquiry methodologies are used to 
investigate the unique characteristics of our world through fieldwork, 
geographical skills and the study of contemporary geographical issues. 

The HSC course enables students to appreciate geographical perspectives 
about the contemporary world. There are specific studies about biophysical 
and human processes, interactions and trends. Fieldwork and a variety of case 
studies combine with an assessment of the geographers' contribution to 
understanding our environment and demonstrate the relevance of 
geographical study. 

COURSE UNITS 

PRELIMINARY COURSE 

• Biophysical Interactions – how biophysical processes contribute to 
sustainable management. 

• Global Challenges – geographical study of issues at a global scale. 
Global population and development and Natural Resource usage. 

• Senior Geography Project – a geographical study of student's own 
choosing. 

HSC COURSE 

• Ecosystems at Risk – the functioning of ecosystems, their management 
and protection. Great Barrier Reef and Coastal Dunes. 

• Urban Places – study of cities and urban dynamics. 

• People and Economic Activity – geographic study of economic 
activity in a local and global context. 

RECOMMENDED FOR 
Students who enjoy hands on experiential learning, including learning outside 
of the classroom will enjoy the study of Geography.  Senior Geography is a 
practical and accessible course for students who appreciate thinking and 
engaging with the world around them.  Students will need to be willing to 
develop their communication skills, be prepared to read widely and write using 
structure and evidence. 
  

KEY INFO 

• NESA Learning Area: HSIE 

• 2 Unit ATAR 

• Board Developed Course 

 

PARTICULAR COURSE 
REQUIREMENTS 

Students complete a senior 
geography project (SGP) in 
the Preliminary course and 
should undertake 12 hours of 
fieldwork in both the 
Preliminary and HSC courses. 

 

FUTURE STUDIES 

Geography gives us a broad 
range of skills to interpret the 
world around us.  Geography 
skills can be used as a 
foundation for a range of 
careers in the environmental 
science areas or in tandem 
with further scientific or social 
studies. 
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GERMAN BEGINNERS 
COURSE SUMMARY 
In the Preliminary and HSC courses, students will develop the linguistic and 
intercultural knowledge and understanding and the speaking, listening, 
reading and writing skills to communicate in German. Topics studied 
through two interdependent perspectives, the personal world and 
German-speaking communities, provide contexts in which students 
develop their communication skills in German and their knowledge and 
understanding of language and culture. 

Students’ skills in and knowledge of German will be developed through 
tasks associated with a range of texts and text types, which reflect the 
topics. Students will also gain an insight into the culture and language of 
German-speaking communities through the study of a range of texts. 

COURSE UNITS 
• Family life, home and neighbourhood 

• People, places and communities 

• Education and work 

• Friends, recreation and pastimes 

• Holidays, travel and tourism 

• Future plans and aspirations  

RECOMMENDED FOR 
Recommended for students who wish to travel overseas and those who are 
interested in other cultures. 

  

KEY INFO 

• NESA Learning Area:  
Languages 

• 2 Unit ATAR 

• Board Developed Course 

• Exclusions: German 
Continuers; German 
Extension 

• Strict eligibility rules apply to 
the study of this subject 

 

FUTURE STUDIES 

• Teaching 

• University courses in 
different languages,  

• Working In international 
relations 

• Tourism and hospitality 
careers 

• Global business 

• Transport and logistics 
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HISTORY EXTENSION 
COURSE SUMMARY 
HSC History Extension involves the study and evaluation of the ideas and 
processes used by historians to construct history. In Part I of the course, students 
investigate the question 'What is history?' through a selection of readings and 
through one case study. In Part II, students design, undertake and 
communicate their own personal historical inquiry. 

COURSE UNITS 

HSC COURSE 

Part I:  Constructing History (60% of course time) 

Key questions: 

• Who are the historians? 

• What are the aims and purposes of history? 

• How has history been constructed and recorded over time? 

• Why have the approaches to history changed over time? 

Students will investigate one case study from a selection of ancient, medieval 
and early modern, modern and Australian options. 

Part II:  History Project (40% of course time) 

An original piece of historical investigation by the student which includes a 
Proposal, Essay, Bibliography and Process Log. 

RECOMMENDED FOR 
History Extension is recommended for students who are passionate about their 
study of the Ancient or Modern History courses and wish to extend their 
understanding of historiography. This is a highly academic course and students 
who particularly enjoy wide reading of advanced texts and pondering the 
philosophy of how meaning is constructed will thrive in this course.  Students 
seeking to develop their structured writing to enable them to use evidence and 
argument in a sophisticated manner are encouraged to consider the History 
Extension Course, which is effective in preparing students for the rigour of 
reading and research required for tertiary study. 

  

KEY INFO 

• NESA Learning Area: HSIE 

• 1 Unit ATAR 

• Board Developed Course 

• Prerequisites: Preliminary 
course in Modern or 
Ancient History. 

 

FUTURE STUDIES 

History Extension is particularly 
suitable for students who wish 
to pursue tertiary studies, 
especially courses that require 
students to conduct extensive 
research or utilise evidence, 
such as law, teaching, 
communications, social work 
or journalism. 
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HOSPITALITY (VET)  
FOOD AND BEVERAGE  
COURSE SUMMARY 
The duration of this course is for one year: Year Eleven only. The Hospitality 
Food and Beverage Course provides students with the practical skills and 
competencies required for employment in the Hospitality Industry. This 
course provides students with the opportunity to obtain a national 
vocational qualification under the Australian Qualifications Framework 
(AQF) as part of their NSW Higher School Certificate (HSC). Students exiting 
the course before completion will receive a Statement of Attainment 
recording the units of competency they have achieved. 

COURSE STRUCTURE 
This course consists of: 

• three mandatory focus areas,  

• eight units of competency  

• 35 hours of work placement.  

Units of competency: 

• Refer to Appendix 1 at the back of this booklet 

Students to provide for practical classes and service periods: Long black 
trousers or school uniform trousers, plain black t-shirt, white apron and white 
chef hat from Uniform Shop and black closed in leather shoes such as 
school shoes. 

COMPETENCY-BASED ASSESSMENT 
HSC VET course are competency-based. Students in this course work to 
develop the skills and knowledge described by each unit of competency. 
To be assessed as competent a student must demonstrate that they can 
effectively carry out tasks to industry standard. Students will be 
progressively assessed as ‘competent’ or ‘not yet competent’ in individual 
units of competency. 

RECOMMENDED FOR 
This course is recommended for students who are interested creating food 
and beverages and serving customers. The skills and knowledge developed 
while obtaining the Units of Competency will assist students with their 
application for entry level roles within the hospitality industry. 

  
  

KEY INFO 

• NESA Learning Area: VET 

• Preliminary only - One year 
course 

• 2 Units NON-ATAR 

• AQF VET Qualification: 
Statement of Attainment 
towards SIT20316 Certificate 
II in Hospitality 

• Registered Training 
Organisation (RTO): 
Association of Independent 
Schools RTO No. 90413 

• Course type: Category B 

• Course costs: $0 

 

FUTURE PATHWAYS 

• Certificate III in Hospitality 

• Apprenticeships to become 
a caterer, cook, chef, 
pastry chef 

• Degrees in hotel/motel 
management, conference 
and event management, 
tourism and travel 

 
CAREERS 
• Barista 

• Waitstaff 

• Hospitality staff 

• Cook or Chef 

• Café or Restaurant 
manager 

• Customer service 

• Tourism 

• Event management 
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INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY 
(TIMBER) 
COURSE SUMMARY 
Industrial Technology at Stage Six will develop a student's knowledge and 
understanding of a selected industry and its related technologies highlighting 
the importance of design, management and production through practical 
experiences. 

Industrial Technology consists of project work and an industry study that will 
develop a broad range of skills and knowledge related to the focus area 
chosen for the course. The focus area is Timber Products and Furniture 
Technologies. 

COURSE UNITS 

PRELIMINARY COURSE 

The following sections are taught in relation to the relevant focus area: 

• Industry Study  

• Design  

• Management and Communication  

• Production  

• Industry Related Manufacturing Technology  

In the Preliminary course, students must design, develop and construct a 
number of projects. Each project will include a management folio. Each 
project may emphasise different areas of the preliminary course content. 
Students also undertake the study of an individual business within a focus area 
industry.  

HSC COURSE 

The following sections are taught in relation to the relevant focus area through 
the development of a Major Project (60%) and a study of the relevant industry: 

• Industry Study  

• Major Project  

• Design, Management and Communication 

• Production 

• Industry Related Manufacturing Technology  

In the HSC course, students design, develop and construct a Major Project with 
a management folio. They will also undertake a study of the overall industry 
related to the specific focus area industry. 

RECOMMENDED FOR 
This course is recommended for students who are interested in the interaction 
between technology, industry, society and the environment and applying 
practical experiences to this study.  

KEY INFO 

• NESA Learning Area: TAS 

• 2 Unit ATAR  

• Board Developed Course 

• Exclusions: Some industry 
focus areas with similar VET 
Curriculum Framework 
streams and Content 
Endorsed Courses 

 

FUTURE STUDIES 

Industrial Technology (Timber) 
prepares students for career 
links to mechanical 
engineering, industrial 
engineer, architectural 
technician. 
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INFORMATION PROCESSES AND 
TECHNOLOGY 
COURSE SUMMARY 
Information Processes and Technology (IPT) is the study of computer based 
information systems. It focuses on information processes performed by 
these systems and the information technology that allows them to take 
place. Social, ethical and non-computer procedures resulting from the 
processes are considered. Different types of information systems are 
studied such as Decision Support Systems using Artificial Intelligence, 
Modelling and Simulation and Data mining; Multimedia Systems including 
Augmented Reality and Virtual Reality, Infotainment and edutainment; 
Communications Systems including networks used to enable 
communication between Information Systems. Through project work, 
students will create their own information system to meet an identified 
need. Every project uses key Project Management skills that are easily 
transferable across many subject areas and for their future careers. The 
Preliminary course provides foundation skills and learning that is used to 
enable a deeper understanding of the Information Systems studied during 
the HSC course. While prior experience in IST is helpful, it is not a prerequisite 
for studying this course. The most important thing for an IPT student is to be 
interested in Technology and to be keen to explore future and emerging 
trends in technology. 

COURSE UNITS 

PRELIMINARY COURSE 

• Introduction to Information skills and Systems (20%) 

• Tools for Information processes (50%) 

• Developing Information Systems (30%) 

HSC COURSE 

• Project(s) (20%) 

• Information Systems and Databases (20%) 

• Communication Systems (20%) 

• Option Strands (40%) 

Students will select two of the following options: 

• Transaction Processing Systems 

• Decision Support Systems 

• Automated Manufacturing Systems 

• Multimedia Systems 

RECOMMENDED FOR 
Creative students who are able to problem solve and desire a career in 
Information Technology.  They will develop skills that will allow them to 
integrate a wide range of computer based products to solve, design and 
implement an information-based system using a creative and methodical 
approach.  

KEY INFO 

• NESA Learning Area: TAS 

• 2 Unit ATAR 

• Board Developed Course 

 

FUTURE STUDIES 

Students who successfully 
complete Information 
Processes and Technology 
(IPT) will be competent, 
confident and discriminating 
users of information processes 
and information technology. 
They will be well prepared to 
pursue further education and 
employment across a wide 
range of careers. IPT is a key 
STEM focused course that 
studies the Business Analysis 
perspective of Information 
Systems. Since the course has 
a major focus on studying 
future and emerging 
technologies, students of IPT 
are well set up to be future 
ready for a rapidly changing 
workforce with skills that are in 
short supply and very much in 
demand for future employers. 
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JAPANESE BEGINNERS 
COURSE SUMMARY 
In the Preliminary and HSC courses, students will develop the linguistic and 
intercultural knowledge and understanding, and the speaking, listening, 
reading and writing skills to communicate in Japanese. Topics studied through 
two interdependent perspectives, the personal world and the Japanese-
speaking communities, provide contexts in which students develop their 
communication skills in Japanese and their knowledge and understanding of 
language and culture. 

Students’ skills in and knowledge of, Japanese will be developed through tasks 
associated with a range of texts and text types, which reflect the topics. 
Students will also gain an insight into the culture and language of Japanese-
speaking communities through the study of a range of texts. 

COURSE UNITS 
• Family life, home and neighbourhood  

• People, places and communities  

• Education and work  

• Friends, recreation and pastimes  

• Holidays, travel and tourism  

• Future plans and aspirations  

RECOMMNENDED FOR 
Recommended for students who wish to travel overseas and those who are 
interested in other cultures. 

 
  

KEY INFO 

• NESA Learning Area: 
Languages 

• 2 Unit ATAR 

• Board Developed Course 

• Exclusions: Japanese 
Continuers; Japanese 
Extension; Languages in 
Context; Japanese 
Background Speakers. 

• Strict eligibility rules apply to 
the study of this subject 

 

FUTURE STUDIES 

• Teaching 

• University courses in 
different languages,  

• Working in international 
relations 

• Tourism and hospitality 
careers 

• Global business 

• Transport and logistics 
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JAPANESE CONTINUERS 
COURSE SUMMARY 
This course provides students with the opportunity to develop their linguistic 
and intercultural knowledge and understanding, and the speaking, 
listening, reading and writing skills to communicate in Japanese.  

Topics studied through two interdependent perspectives, the personal 
world and the chosen Japanese communities, provide contexts in which 
students develop their communication skills in Japanese and their 
knowledge and understanding of language and culture. 

Students’ skills in, and knowledge of Japanese will be developed through 
tasks associated with a range of texts and text types, which reflect the 
topics. Students will also gain an insight into the culture and language of 
Japanese -speaking communities through the study of a range of texts. 

COURSE UNITS 
• Self, house and friends 

• School life and food 

• Daily routines 

• Leisure 

• Traditions and culture 

• Neighbourhood and community 

• Travel in Japan 

RECOMMNENDED FOR 
Students who wish to travel overseas and those who are interested in other 
cultures. Also suitable for students who wish to further their studies in 
Japanese and enter into career paths such as teaching, tourism, 
interpreting and international relations. 

  

KEY INFO 

• NESA Learning Area: 
Languages 

• 2 Unit ATAR 

• Board Developed Course 

• Exclusions: Japanese 
Beginners; Japanese 
Extension; Languages in 
Context; Japanese 
Background Speakers. 

• Strict eligibility rules apply to 
the study of this subject 

 

FUTURE STUDIES 

• Teaching 

• University courses in 
different languages,  

• Working in international 
relations 

• Tourism and hospitality 
careers 

• Global business 

• Transport and logistics 
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LEGAL STUDIES 
COURSE SUMMARY 
The Preliminary course develops students' knowledge and understanding of the 
nature and functions of law and law-making, the development of Australian 
and international legal systems, the Australian constitution and law reform. It 
examines an individual's rights and responsibilities, how disputes are resolved 
and examines a contemporary issue concerning the individual and 
technology. Students have the opportunity to investigate issues that illustrate 
how the law operates in practice. This is achieved by investigating, analysing 
and synthesising legal information and investigating legal issues from a variety 
of perspectives. 

The HSC course investigates the key areas of law, justice and human rights 
through a variety of focus studies which consider how changes in societies 
influence law reform. 

COURSE UNITS 

PRELIMINARY COURSE 

Part I  The Legal System (40% of course time) 

Part II The Individual and the Law (30% of course time) 

Part III The Law in Practice (30% of course time) 

The Law in Practice unit is designed to provide opportunities for students to 
deepen their understanding of the principles of law covered in the first sections 
of the course. 

HSC COURSE 

Core Part I: Crime (30% of course time) 

Core Part II:  Human Rights (20% of course time) 

Part III:  Two options (50% of course time) 

Two options are chosen from: 

• Consumers 

• Global environment and protection 

• Family 

• Indigenous peoples 

• Shelter 

• Workplace 

• World order 

RECOMMENDED FOR 
Legal Studies is recommended for students who are interested in the Legal 
System and its operation.  Students who enjoy learning about legal cases, the 
structure of the court and how justice is achieved in Australia and around the 
world will be engaged in the content covered in this course.  This is an 
academic subject and is suitable for students who already exhibit strong skills 
in literacy and extended writing or, who are prepared to invest in their 
development.  Students who enjoy wide reading of academic texts will be 
suited to this course.  

KEY INFO 

• NESA Learning Area: HSIE 

• 2 Unit ATAR 

• Board Developed Course 

 

FUTURE STUDIES 

The Legal Studies course 
prepares students for 
approaching and accessing 
the legal system with 
confidence and improves 
their knowledge of the rights 
and responsibilities of 
Australian citizens.  It provides 
an introduction to some basic 
principles of law, offering a 
glimpse of what further study 
in law would be like. 
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MATHEMATICS 
CHOOSING THE APPROPRIATE LEVEL FOR YEAR ELEVEN 
The chart below shows the suggested course of study for students transitioning from Year Ten to Year Eleven. 
The Mathematics Department will also issue a suggested appropriate level of Mathematics for your child. If 
your child wishes to study a level higher than the one suggested by their teacher, you are asked to contact 
Mr Murray Blythe, Head of Mathematics, to discuss the next step for your child which may include completing 
extension work to help prepare for the challenges in Year Eleven. 

Please also note that Mathematics is not compulsory in Year Eleven and Twelve and if your child has struggled 
with Mathematics in Year Ten, then choosing a course of study that does not include Mathematics may be 
appropriate.   
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Mathematics Standard is aimed at students who wish to continue with their study of Mathematics in Years 
Eleven and Twelve to gain a better understanding and application of Mathematics and numeracy in real 
world situations. It is suitable for a wide range of future career options, including many different trades, 
requiring financial, statistical and practical problem-solving capabilities. 

Students intending to go to university to study any kind of STEM degree (Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Mathematics) should choose Mathematics Advanced and are strongly advised to include Mathematics 
Extension 1 in Years Eleven and Twelve and if possible Mathematics Extension 2 in Year Twelve. Students aiming 
to study degrees such as Economics, Psychology and Commerce, are advised to choose the highest level of 
Mathematics in Years Eleven and Twelve of which they might be capable.  

Studying Mathematics Standard in Years Eleven and Twelve will be more beneficial in helping you to develop 
practical analytical skills than not studying Mathematics in your senior years of school. Mathematics Standard 
will not prepare you for a Science, Medicine, Engineering or Mathematics degree. Since 2019 the University 
of Sydney has indicated prerequisites relating to Mathematics. Students will need to score at least a Band 4 
in Mathematics Advanced (or an E3 in Mathematics Extension 1) in order to enter first year subjects in a wide 
range of Economics, Commerce, Science and Engineering degrees. Some universities offer Mathematics 
bridging courses or Foundation Mathematics for students who have not studied a sufficient level of 
Mathematics at school. These courses are typically completed in the first year of university. However, this 
pathway is not advisable due to the high rates of attrition as well as considerable extra fees and time incurred 
by students; it is far better for students to have studied an appropriately rigorous level of Mathematics in Years 
Eleven and Twelve. Research shows that students who complete Mathematics Advanced, Mathematics 
Extension 1 and/or Mathematics Extension 2 in Years Eleven and Twelve are far better equipped to deal with 
university courses with mathematical requirements. Common content introduced to the new HSC courses 
means that performance in Mathematics Standard will be able to be directly compared with Mathematics 
Advanced, so any previous advice relating to ATAR scaling of HSC examinations is no longer likely to be 
applicable in choosing courses.  

Students should consult their teachers, parents and /or Careers Advisor before choosing options for Years 
Eleven and Twelve. However, sound advice generally involves choosing on the basis of what students enjoy 
studying, rather than what they ‘ought to study’; for instance, just because Mathematics Extension 2 is ‘not 
necessary’ to gain access to an Engineering course does not mean it is ‘not advisable’. Furthermore, if 
students do not enjoy Mathematics, they will probably not enjoy STEM courses at university. 
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MATHEMATICS STANDARD 
COURSE SUMMARY 
Mathematics Standard (similar in level to the now retired “Mathematics 
General 2” course) focuses on mathematical skills and techniques, which 
have direct application to everyday activity. This course provides students 
with the opportunity to develop their knowledge, understanding and skills 
in working mathematically, improve their skills to solve problems relating to 
their present and future needs, and improve their understanding of how to 
communicate in a concise and systematic manner.  

COURSE UNITS 

PRELIMINARY COURSE 

• Topic: Algebra 

• Topic: Financial Mathematics 

• Topic: Measurement 

• Topic: Statistical Analysis 

• Strand: Algebra and Modelling 

HSC COURSE 

• Topic: Financial Mathematics 

• Topic: Statistical Analysis 

• Topic: Measurement 

• Topic: Algebra 

• Topic: Networks 

RECOMMENDED FOR 
Students wishing to continue with Mathematics who have completed at 
least Stage 5.2 Mathematics. 
  

KEY INFO 

• NESA Learning Area: 
Mathematics 

• 2 Unit ATAR 

• Board Developed Course  

• Exclusions: Students may 
not study any other Stage 
Six Mathematics Course in 
conjunction with 
Mathematics Standard. 

 

FUTURE STUDIES 

Mathematics Standard is 
designed to support 
vocational courses at TAFE. It 
provides an appropriate 
mathematical background for 
students who wish to 
undertake university study in 
the areas of humanities, 
paramedical science and 
creative arts. 

However, this course does not 
prepare students for further 
studies in mathematics 
beyond the HSC and may not 
be considered suitable 
preparation for university 
study in Science or Business. 

Students should check 
recommendations for specific 
tertiary courses. 
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MATHEMATICS ADVANCED 
COURSE SUMMARY 
Mathematics Advanced is a calculus based course that is intended to give 
students who have demonstrated high competence in the skills of Stage 5.3 
Mathematics, an understanding of and competence in some further aspects 
of Mathematics, which are applicable to the real world. It has general 
educational merit and is also useful for concurrent studies in science and 
commerce. 

COURSE UNITS 

PRELIMINARY COURSE 

Topic: Functions 

• Working with Functions 

Topic: Trigonometric Functions 

• Trigonometry and Measure of Angles 

• Trigonometric Functions and Identities 

Topic: Calculus 

• Introduction to Differentiation 

Topic: Exponential and Logarithmic Functions 

• Logarithms and Exponentials 

Topic: Statistical Analysis 

• Probability and Discrete Probability Distributions 

HSC COURSE 

Topic: Functions 

• Graphing Techniques 

Topic: Trigonometric Functions 

• Trigonometric Functions and Graphs 

Topic: Calculus 

• Differential Calculus 

• The Second Derivative 

• Integral Calculus 

Topic: Financial Mathematics 

• Modelling Financial Situations 

Topic: Statistical Analysis 

• Descriptive Statistics and Bivariate Data Analysis 

• Random Variables 

RECOMMENDED FOR 
The Mathematics Advanced Year Eleven course has been developed on the 
assumption that students have studied the content and achieved the 
outcomes for the following substrands of Stage 5.3: Algebraic techniques, Surds 
and indices, Equations, Linear relationships, Trigonometry and Pythagoras’ 
theorem, Single variable data analysis, Non-linear relationships, Properties of 
Geometrical Shapes.  

KEY INFO 

• NESA Learning Area: 
Mathematics 

• 2 Unit ATAR 

• Board Development Course 

• Exclusions:  Students may 
not study Mathematics 
Standard whilst studying 
Mathematics Advanced. 

 

FUTURE STUDIES 

The Mathematics Advanced  
course provides the minimum 
basis for entry into university 
courses requiring 
Mathematics, including 
courses in: 

• Science 

• Engineering 

• Computing 

• Economics and Business 
Studies  

Students intending to 
undertake tertiary studies 
should check 
recommendations for specific 
courses. 
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MATHEMATICS EXTENSION 1 
COURSE SUMMARY 
Mathematics Extension 1 is a course designed for students who have 
chosen to do Mathematics Advanced and who have demonstrated a 
mastery of Stage 5.3 Mathematics and are interested in the study of further 
skills and ideas in Mathematics. The course is intended to give students a 
thorough understanding of and competence in aspects of mathematics, 
including many which are applicable to the real world. It provides an 
appropriate mathematical background for students whose future 
pathways may involve mathematics and its applications in such areas as 
science, engineering, finance and economics. 

COURSE UNITS 

PRELIMINARY COURSE 

Topic: Functions 

• Further Work with Functions 

• Polynomials 

Topic: Trigonometric Functions 

• Inverse Trigonometric Functions 

• Further Trigonometric Identities 

Topic: Calculus 

• Rates of Change 

Topic: Combinatorics 

• Working with Combinatorics 

HSC COURSE 

Topic: Proof 

• Proof by Mathematical Induction 

Topic: Vectors 

• Introduction to Vectors 

Topic: Trigonometric Functions 

• Trigonometric Equations 

Topic: Calculus 

• Further Calculus Skills 

• Applications of Calculus 

Topic: Statistical Analysis 

• The Binomial Distribution 

RECOMMENDED FOR 
Recommended for high achieving students from Stage 5.3 Mathematics 
who have also achieved outcomes in the optional substrands of: 
Polynomials, Logarithms, Functions and Other Graphs. 

  

KEY INFO 

• NESA Learning Area: 
Mathematics 

• 1 Unit ATAR 

• Board Developed Course  

• Prerequisites: Students must 
be concurrently studying 
Mathematics Advanced in 
Preliminary and HSC years. 
The HSC Mathematics 
Extension 1 course is a 
prerequisite for the 
Mathematics Extension 2 
course 

 

FUTURE STUDIES 

The Mathematics Extension 1 
course is a recommended 
minimum basis for further 
studies in Mathematics as a 
major discipline at university 
and for the study of 
Mathematics in support of the 
physical and engineering 
sciences. Although the course 
is sufficient for these purposes, 
students of outstanding 
mathematical ability should 
consider undertaking the 
Mathematics Extension 2 
course which is excellent 
preparation for tertiary study 
in Mathematics or Science 
based courses. Students 
should check 
recommendations for specific 
courses. 
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MATHEMATICS EXTENSION 2 
COURSE SUMMARY 
The HSC Extension 2 Course is designed for students with a special interest in 
Mathematics who have shown that they possess a special aptitude for the 
subject. 

The course offers suitable preparation for the study of Mathematics at a tertiary 
level in fields such as science, engineering, finance and economics, as well as 
a deeper and more extensive treatment of certain topics than is offered in 
other Mathematics courses. It represents a distinctly high level in school 
Mathematics involving the development of considerable manipulative skill and 
a high degree of understanding of the fundamental ideas of algebra and 
calculus. 

COURSE UNITS 

HSC COURSE 

• The Nature of Proof 

• Further Proof by Mathematical Induction 

• Vectors 

• Complex Numbers 

• Further Integration 

• Mechanics 

RECOMMENDED FOR 
This course is recommended for high achieving Mathematics Extension 1 
students, who wish to pursue further study in Mathematics, Science or 
Engineering at a tertiary level. 

  

KEY INFO 

• NESA Learning Area: 
Mathematics 

• 1 Unit ATAR  

• Board Developed Course 

• Students must be studying 
Mathematics Advanced 
and Mathematics Extension 
1 concurrently 

 

FUTURE STUDIES 

Students of outstanding 
mathematical ability should 
consider undertaking the 
Mathematics Extension 2 
course which is excellent 
preparation for tertiary study 
in Mathematics or Science 
based courses. Students 
should check 
recommendations for specific 
courses. 
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MODERN HISTORY 
COURSE SUMMARY 
The Preliminary course is structured to provide students with opportunities 
to develop and apply their understanding of methods and issues involved 
in the investigation of modern history. Students investigate various aspects 
of the modern world, including people, ideas, movements, events and 
developments. 

The HSC course is structured to provide students with opportunities to apply 
their understanding of sources and relevant historiographical issues in the 
investigation of the modern world. 

COURSE UNITS 

PRELIMINARY COURSE 

Part I:  Investigating Modern History 

The nature of Modern History 

Case Studies 

• The Decline and Fall of the Romanov Dynasty 

• The Cuban Revolution 

Part II:  Historical Investigation 

• Independent Research Task 

Part III: The Shaping of the Modern World 

• World War I 

The historical investigation is designed to further develop relevant 
investigative, research and presentation skills. The investigation should 
extend a particular area of individual student or group interest.  It must not 
overlap with or duplicate topics covered in the Year Twelve Modern History 
or History Extension courses. 

HSC COURSE 

Part I  Core Study  

•  Power and Authority in the Modern World 1919 – 1946 

Part II:  National Study 

• Iran 1945 - 1989 

Part III:  Peace and Conflict Study 

• The Cold War 1945 - 1991 

Part IV: Change in the Modern World Study 

• Changing World Order 1945 - 2011 

RECOMMENDED FOR 
Modern History is recommended for students who are eager to discover the 
factors that have influenced the modern world as we experience it today. 
Students who enjoy exploring how significant events, ideas or personalities 
have shaped society will also have the opportunity to investigate areas of 
personal interest. This is an academic subject and students should be 
prepared to read widely and invest effort into developing the capacity to 
write substantial answers that present a sophisticated argument based on 
evidence. 

  

KEY INFO 

• NESA Learning Area: HSIE 

• 2 Unit ATAR 

• Board Developed Course 

 

FUTURE STUDIES 

Skills developed from a study 
of Modern History and/or 
Ancient History are useful in a 
range of courses studied at 
university and TAFE as well as 
in the professional and 
commercial world.  They are 
especially applicable to law, 
teaching, medicine, 
communications, social work 
and journalism.   

HSC History Extension will 
provide you with critical and 
reflective thinking skill that are 
essential for effective 
participation in work, higher 
learning and the broader 
community. 
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MUSIC 1 
COURSE SUMMARY 
The Music 1 course offers students with an interest in, or passion for music 
to extend their knowledge skills and understanding in the practical and 
theoretical aspects of the subject. The flexibility of the course allows 
students to specialise in their area of musical strength. 

PRELIMINARY COURSE 

In the Preliminary course students will unpack the concepts of music 
through performance, composition, musicology and aural experiences 
within the context of a wide range of topics chosen by each student. It 
is not essential to have completed the Music Elective in Years Nine and 
Ten, however, experience in playing an instrument or singing is essential 
and it is vital that private tuition be undertaken to consolidate the 
technical requirements for the performance component of the course. 

HSC COURSE 

In the HSC course students refine their skills in the learning experiences of 
performance, composition, musicology and aural in order to select their 
focus of study for presentation in the HSC. 

Core studies in performance, composition, musicology and aural will be 
completed. Students then select three electives from any combination 
of performance, composition and musicology and prepare 
presentations that represent each of the three topics selected for study 
in the course. The Aural component of the course is examined during the 
HSC period. 

COURSE UNITS 
Students can choose their electives from the following topics: 

• An instrument and its repertoire 
• Australian music  
• Baroque music  
• Jazz  
• Medieval music  
• Methods of notating music  
• Music and religion  
• Music and the related arts  
• Music for large ensembles  
• Music for radio, film, television and 

multimedia  
• Music for small ensembles  

• Music in education  
• Music of a culture (Preliminary Course and 

HSC Course)  
• Music of the 18th century  
• Music of the 19th century  
• Music of the 20th and 21st centuries 
• Popular music  
• Renaissance music 
• Rock music  
• Technology and its influence on music  
• Theatre music 

RECOMMENDED FOR 
This course is recommended for anyone who wishes to gain a life skill that can be used for personal pleasure, 
employment or serving others. Students who have completed the Music 1 course can move into careers such 
as teaching or tutoring, composing for multi-media, music business and sound engineering. A background in 
Music can also enhance career prospects in primary teaching, early childhood education, various medical 
professions and the popular music field. 

  

KEY INFO 

• NESA Learning Area: Creative Arts 

• 2 Unit ATAR 

• Board Developed Course 

• Exclusions: Music 2 

 

FUTURE STUDIES 

The study of Music contributes to a 
student’s rational and critical 
thinking, assists with concentration, 
memory and time management and 
builds self-esteem and creativity. 

Music 1 equips students with many 
of the skills required for the diverse 
areas in the music industry, including 
further study at university.  
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MUSIC 2 
COURSE SUMMARY 
The Music 2 course is designed for students who are competent musicians, 
and enjoy the rigour of the analysis of music, composing and performing. 
The course aims to develop musically sensitive and critical students who 
have a desire for music to play a continually developing role in their lives.  

PRELIMINARY COURSE 

Students will complete a detailed study of the music concepts and contexts 
through performance, composition, musicology and aural skill 
development. 

The Mandatory Topic – Music 1600- 1900 – is studied along with one 
Additional Topic selected from the following: 

• Australian Music 

• Music of a culture 

• Medieval music 

• Renaissance music 

• Music 1900 – 1945 

• Music 1945 – music 25 years ago 

HSC COURSE 

Students will continue a detailed study the music concepts and contexts 
through performance, composition, musicology and aural skill 
development. 

The Mandatory Topic – Music of the last 25 years (Australian focus) is studied 
along with one Additional Topic selected from the following: 

• Music of a culture (different from 
Preliminary study) 

• Medieval music 

• Renaissance music 

• Baroque music 

• Classical music 

• Music in the 19th Century 

• Music 1900 – 1945 

• Music 1945 – music 25 years ago 

PARTICULAR COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
It is recommended that students selecting Music Two have completed he music elective in Stage Five or have 
completed AMEB examinations to Grade Six. In addition to core studies in performance, composition, 
musicology and aural, students nominate one elective study in Performance, Composition or Musicology 
based on their strengths in these areas. 

It is essential for students undertaking this course to continue with private tuition on their chosen instrument 
and participate in co-curricular music ensembles. Students are encouraged to seek out opportunities to 
attend concerts and composition workshops.  

RECOMMENDED FOR 
This course is recommended for anyone who wishes to gain a life skill that can be used for personal pleasure, 
employment or serving others. This course opens up career opportunities in the Music Industry. This includes 
students who would like to have a performance career, work as a composer, a music arranger, a music 
educator, a sound engineer, a radio producer or do further music studies at a tertiary level, including at the 
Conservatorium of Music.  
  

KEY INFO 

• NESA Learning Area: 
Creative Arts 

• 2 Unit ATAR 

• Board Developed Course 

• Exclusions: Music 1 

 

FUTURE STUDIES 

The study of Music contributes 
to a student’s rational and 
critical thinking, assists with 
concentration, memory and 
time management and builds 
self-esteem and creativity. 

Music 2 equips students with 
many of the skills required for 
the diverse areas in the music 
industry, including further 
study at university.  
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MUSIC EXTENSION 
COURSE SUMMARY 
The HSC Music Extension course builds on Music 2 and assumes a high level of 
music literacy and aural ability as well as advanced performance or 
composition or musicology skills.  

Students will specialise in Performance or Composition or Musicology and will 
follow an individual program of study which will be negotiated between the 
teacher and student. 

PARTICULAR COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
Students must undertake formal music tuition, pursuing very high standards of 
performance to prepare them for the Performance component of the course. 
Students selecting Composition or Musicology as their area of specialisation will 
be required to compile a portfolio of work as part of the process of preparing 
a submitted work.  

RECOMMENDED FOR 
This course is recommended for serious music students who would like to 
develop their skills further in performance, arrangement or composition. 
Students should complete this if they would like to go to the Conservatorium of 
Music, complete a music teaching degree or other music study at a tertiary 
level, or be a professional performer.  

  

KEY INFO 

• NESA Learning Area: 
Creative Arts 

• 1 Unit ATAR 

• Board Developed Course 

• Exclusions: Music 1 

 

FUTURE STUDIES 

The study of Music contributes 
to a student’s rational and 
critical thinking, assists with 
concentration, memory and 
time management and builds 
self-esteem and creativity. 

Prerequisites: Music 2 (studied 
concurrently with HSC Music 2 
Course) or at the completion 
of the HSC course in Music 2 
for those students undertaking 
pathways. 
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PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT, HEALTH 
AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
COURSE SUMMARY 
The Preliminary course examines a range of areas that underpin health and 
physical activity including how people think about health and physical 
activity, the management of personal health and the basis for how the 
body moves. 

In the HSC course, students focus on major issues related to Australia's 
health status. They also look at factors that affect physical performance 
and undertake optional study from a range of choices as listed below. In 
other options, students focus on improved performance and safe 
participation by learning about advanced approaches to training or sports 
medicine concepts. There is also an opportunity to think critically about the 
factors that impact on sport and physical activity in Australian society. 

COURSE UNITS 

PRELIMINARY COURSE 

Core Topics (60%) 

• Better Health for Individuals 30% 

• The Body in Motion 30% 

Option Component (40%) Students to study two options each from: 

• First Aid 20% 

• Composition and Performance 20% 

• Fitness Choices 20% 

• Outdoor Recreation 20% 

HSC COURSE 

Core Topics (60%): 

• Health Priorities in Australia (30%) 

• Factors Affecting Performance (30%) 

Option Component (40%) Students to study two options each from: 

• The Health of Young People 20% 

• Sport and Physical Activity in Australian Society 20% 

• Sports Medicine 20% 

• Improving Performance 20% 

• Equity and Health 20% 

The Outdoor Recreation module incurs an additional cost.  

RECCOMMENDED FOR 
Any student who has an interest in the application of theoretical and 
practical content. While few lessons are entirely practical, much 
opportunity exists to apply concepts in the classroom. Students suited to this 
course are able to respond well to extended response questions. It has 
some links to the PASS course, students who enjoyed this subject will be able 
to extend on the content covered in that course.   

KEY INFO 

• NESA Learning Area: PDHPE 

• 2 Unit ATAR 

• Board Developed Course 

 

FUTURE STUDIES 

The syllabus provides a direct 
link with study and vocational 
pathways in the areas of 
recreational, paramedical, 
movement and health 
sciences. This course may also 
assist you in preparing for 
employment and / or further 
study in these areas.  

Careers may include: 

• Dietician 

• Exercise and sport science 

• Health promotion officer 

• Nursing 

• Occupational therapy 

• Physiotherapy 

• Podiatry 

• Psychologist 

• Sports coach 

• Sports journalist 

• Sports management 

• Sports psychology 

• Teaching (PDHPE) 

• Areas of health 

• Biomechanics 

• Sport science 

• Nutritionist 
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PHOTOGRAPHY, VIDEO AND DIGITAL 
IMAGING 
COURSE SUMMARY 
Photography, Video and Digital Imaging offers students the opportunity to 
explore contemporary artistic practices that make use of photography, video 
and digital imaging. These fields of artistic practice resonate within students' 
experience and understanding of the world and are highly relevant to 
contemporary ways of interpreting the world. The course offers opportunities 
for investigation of one or more of these fields and develops students' 
understanding and skills, which contribute to an informed critical practice.  

The course is designed to enable students to gain an increasing 
accomplishment and independence in their representation of ideas in the 
fields of photography and/or video and/or digital imaging and understand 
and value how these fields of practice invite different interpretations and 
explanations.  

Students will develop knowledge, skills and understanding through the making 
of photographs, and/or videos and/or digital images that lead to and 
demonstrate conceptual and technical accomplishment and lead to 
increasingly accomplished critical and historical investigations of photography 
and/or video and/or digital imaging. 

COURSE UNITS 
Modules may be selected in any of the three broad fields of: 

• Wet Photography  

• Video  

• Digital Imaging  

Modules include:  

• Introduction to the Field 

• Developing a Point of View 

• Traditions, Conventions, Styles and Genres 

• Manipulated Forms 

• The Arranged Image 

• Temporal Accounts  

An Occupational Health and Safety Module is mandatory. The additional 
module Individual/Collaborative Project extends students' learning 
experiences and may reflect students' increasing interests and desire to 
specialise in one or more of these fields or explore the connections further 
between the fields. 

OTHER 
Students are required to keep a diary throughout the course. 

RECOMMENDED FOR 
This course is recommended for students who enjoy taking photographs and 
want to develop their technical skills across different forms including darkroom 
photography, digital photography and video. This course would benefit 
students who want to study Photography or Visual Arts at University or TAFE. 

KEY INFO 

• NESA Learning Area: 
Creative Arts 

• 2 Unit NON-ATAR 

• Content Endorsed Course 

• Exclusions: Projects 
developed for assessment 
in one subject are not to be 
used either in full or in part 
for assessment in any other 
subject. 

 

FUTURE STUDIES 

Photography, Video and 
Digital Imaging would benefit 
students interested in being a 
professional photographer or 
videographer, animator, 
photojournalist, photographic 
director or careers in 
advertising. 
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PHYSICS 
COURSE SUMMARY 
Physics involves the study of matter and its motion through space and time, 
combined with related concepts that include energy and force. The 
problem-solving nature of Physics develops students’ Working Scientifically 
skills by focusing on the exploration of models and the analysis of theories 
and laws, which promotes an understanding of the connectedness of 
seemingly dissimilar phenomena. Students who study physics are 
encouraged to use observations to develop quantitative models of real 
world problems and derive relationships between variables. They are 
required to engage in solving equations based on these models, make 
predictions, and analyse the interconnectedness of physical entities. This in 
turn provides students with an appreciation of the uniqueness of the 
Universe, and how understandings can help navigate and influence the 
future. 

COURSE UNITS 
The Working Scientifically components of questioning and predicting; 
planning and conducting investigations; processing and analysing data; 
problem solving and communicating are fully integrated into the 
Knowledge and Understanding inquiry questions outlined in the NESA 
Syllabus. In addition, students are required to complete 15 hours of Depth 
Studies in both Year Eleven and Twelve that aim to extend student interest 
in a particular field of Physics.  

• Dynamics 

• Waves and Thermodynamics 

• Electricity and Magnetism 

HSC COURSE 

• Advanced Mechanics 

• Electromagnetism 

• The Nature of Light 

• From Universe to Atom 

RECOMMENDED FOR 
Physics is a challenging and demanding course that requires students to 
have a strong background in both Science and Mathematics. Students 
selecting Physics should have demonstrated competency in Year Ten 
Science by consistently achieving A or high B grades in both summative 
and formative tasks. In addition, they should have achieved high marks in 
the 5.3 Mathematical Course in Year Ten and are advised to study the 
Stage Six Courses of Mathematics Advanced or Mathematics Extension 1.  

KEY INFO 

• NESA Learning Area : 
Science 

• 2 Unit ATAR  

• Board Developed Course 

• Optional 1 Unit ATAR HSC 
Extension 

 

FUTURE STUDIES 

An understanding of Physics is 
a foundation for undertaking 
tertiary studies in a wide range 
of Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics 
(STEM) fields. A knowledge 
and understanding of Physics 
often provides the unifying link 
between interdisciplinary 
studies such as medical 
sciences, nuclear science, 
space science, architecture, 
astronomy, aviation, 
engineering and the defence 
forces. 
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SCIENCE EXTENSION 
COURSE SUMMARY 
Science Extension focuses on the nature, development and processes of 
science. The course requires students to engage with complex concepts and 
theories and to critically evaluate new ideas, discoveries and contemporary 
scientific research. Students are challenged to examine a scientific research 
question influenced by their study of one or more of the scientific disciplines. 

Students extend their knowledge of science, conduct further analysis and 
authentic scientific investigations, and at the endo of the course produce a 
detailed scientific research report that reflects the standards generally 
required for publication in a scientific journal. 

Through designing and conducting their own scientific research, initially using 
small datasets, students deepen and build upon their understanding of 
analysing and interpreting data. They are provided with opportunities to refine 
and extend their skills of Working Scientifically by applying these interrelated 
processes to contemporary scientific research reflecting the skills used by 
practising research scientists. Students gather, examine, model and critically 
assess evidence that is informed by analysis of primary and secondary-sourced 
data and examining this data in relation to relevant publicly available data 
sets. 

COURSE UNITS 
The working scientifically components of questioning and predicting; planning 
and conducting investigations; processing and analysing data; problem solving and communication are fully 
integrated into the knowledge and understanding inquiry questions outlined in the NESA Syllabus.    
The Year Twelve course consists of four modules: 

• Module 1 The Foundations of Scientific Thinking 

• Module 2 The Scientific Research Proposal 

• Module 3 The Data, Evidence and Decisions 

• Module 4 The Scientific Research Report 

Prerequisite courses for Science Extension at RHAC are one of, or a combination (up to 6 units of study) of, 
Biology, Chemistry, or Physics in Year Eleven. 

Co-requisite courses for Science Extension Year Twelve at RHAC are one of, or a combination (up to 7 units of 
study) of, Biology, Chemistry, or Physics. 

The assessment for this course includes three tasks which assess components of the Scientific Research Report, 
the final Research portfolio and an external HSC Examination.    

RECOMMENDED FOR 
The study of Science Extension enables students with a passion for science to explore the development of the 
scientific process over time, undertake high-level authentic scientific research, communicate findings and 
propose further research. Students who select this course must be able to work both individually and 
collaboratively at a high level to propose and develop a research question, formulate a hypothesis and 
develop evidence-based responses in the form of a Scientific Research Report, which is supported by a 
Scientific Research Portfolio. A firm understanding of the principles of scientific method and an ability to 
effectively communicate using written text is strongly recommended.  

  

KEY INFO 

• NESA Learning Area : 
Science 

• 1 Unit ATAR  

• Board Developed Course 

 

FUTURE STUDIES 

Science Extension is designed 
for students with an interest in 
scientific research.  The course 
lays a foundation for students 
planning to pursue further 
study in Science, Technology, 
Engineering or Mathematics 
(STEM) based courses offered 
at the tertiary level, and to 
engage in new and emerging 
industries. 
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SOCIETY AND CULTURE 
COURSE SUMMARY 
Society and Culture focuses on the development of social and cultural 
literacy and a clear understanding of the interaction of persons, societies, 
cultures, environments and time. The influence of other aspects of societies 
and cultures – including power, authority, identity, gender, technologies 
and globalisation – is also central to the course. Society and Culture draws 
on cross-disciplinary concepts and social research methods from 
anthropology; communication; cultural and media studies; philosophy; 
social psychology; and sociology. Students develop skills in social and 
cultural research methods which are applied throughout the course and 
particularly in the Personal Interest Project (PIP), an external piece of 
assessment in Year Twelve. 

COURSE UNITS 

PRELIMINARY COURSE 

• The Social and Cultural World (30%) – interactions between 
persons and within and between groups  

• Personal and Social Identity (40%) – socialisation, and the 
development of personal and social identity in individuals and 
groups  

• Intercultural Communication (30%) – how people in different 
social, cultural and environmental settings behave, communicate 
and perceive the world around them 

HSC COURSE 

Core Modules:  

• Social and Cultural Continuity and Change (30%) – the nature of 
social and cultural continuity and change and to examine it, 
through the application of research methods and social theory, in 
relation to a selected country  

• The Personal Interest Project (30%) - integrated across the HSC 
course and draws together the interests, research skills and 
personal experiences of the student.  

Depth Studies (40%) Two to be chosen from:  

• Popular Culture  

• Belief Systems  

• Social inclusion and exclusion  

• Social Conformity and Nonconformity 

RECOMMENDED FOR 
For inquisitive students who enjoy discussing their understanding of both 
others and the world around them, it suits students who are willing to think 
deeply and learn the language and concepts of social theories. A 
significant aspect of both the Preliminary (Mini PIP) and HSC Course is the 
Personal Interest Project (PIP) which contributes 40% to students overall HSC 
results.  Accordingly, it is recommended for students who are prepared to 
develop and refine the personal organisation, research and extensive 
communication skills needed to sustain a major written body of work.  

KEY INFO 

• NESA Learning Area: HSIE  

• 2 Unit ATAR  

• Board Developed Course 

 

FUTURE STUDIES 

In Society and Culture 
students learn to analyse 
issues, write reports, work in 
teams, conduct individual 
research, communicate with 
a variety of people in many 
ways and understand their 
community. Society and 
Culture would be particularly 
valuable to students who wish 
to undertake further study in 
the humanities, social 
sciences, behavioural 
sciences, communication, 
business and law, but would 
provide useful skills for any 
university or TAFE course. 
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SPORT, LIFESTYLE AND RECREATION 
STUDIES 
COURSE SUMMARY 
This course provides a combination of theory and practical applications. 
Students will have some input into the modules selected and then engage in 
the content to learn about the importance of a healthy and active lifestyle and 
recognise the need to be responsible and informed decision-makers. 

This course enables students to develop further their understanding of and 
competence in a range of sport and recreational pursuits. They are 
encouraged to establish a lifelong commitment to being physically active and 
to achieving movement potential. 

COURSE UNITS 
The course provides the opportunity to specialise in areas of expertise or interest 
through optional modules such as: 

• Aquatics 

• Athletics 

• Dance 

• First Aid and Sports Injuries* 

• Fitness* 

• Games and Sports Applications I 

• Games and Sports Applications II 

• Gymnastics 

• Healthy Lifestyle  

• Individual Games and Sports Applications 

• Outdoor Recreation* 

• Resistance Training 

• Social Perspectives of Games and Sports 

• Sports Administration  

• Sports Coaching and Training 

Students selecting this course will need to complete practical performances as 
a part of their assessment requirements. 

OTHER 
It is anticipated that a number of modules of this course will allow students to 
apply their knowledge in off-site experiences.  Some of these may have a cost 
associated with them if a qualification is involved. 

RECOMMENDED FOR  
This course is for students who enjoy the practical opportunities to apply their 
knowledge. It can be studied by students who also select PDHPE. Whilst it is a 
non-ATAR course, SLR still maintains academic rigor in the classroom to support 
the practical applications completed. Students who enjoy the PE side of junior 
PDHPE will enjoy this course.  

KEY INFO 

• NESA Learning Area: PDHPE 

• 2 Unit NON-ATAR 

• Content Endorsed Course 

• Exclusions: Students 
studying Board Developed 
PDHPE must not study CEC 
modules which duplicate 
PDHPE modules * 

 

FUTURE STUDIES 

The syllabus provides a direct 
link with study and vocational 
pathways in the areas of 
recreational, movement and 
health based careers.  

 

Careers may include: 

• Fitness instructors 

• Lifeguards 

• Sports coaching 

• Sports administration 

• PDHPE teaching 

• Sports instructors 
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STUDIES OF RELIGION I –  
ONE YEAR INTENSTIVE 
COURSE SUMMARY 
Studies of Religion promotes an awareness, understanding and critical 
appreciation of the nature of religion and the influence of religious 
traditions, beliefs and practices in societies and on the individual, with an 
emphasis on the Australian context.   

Studies of Religion allows students to examine critically the role religion 
plays in enabling believers to make sense of human existence.   

Studies of Religion is designed for students in all schools and does not seek 
to establish one religious tradition to the exclusion of all others.  However, 
this course will be taught from a distinctly Christian perspective and will 
provide opportunities for substantial study and research in this area.  

Video and audio files, interactive quizzes, cloze exercises, research and 
online assessments will also supplement this course. Students will 
communicate with teachers regularly via e-mail, course forums with regular 
feedback and reflection on work submitted.  

COURSE UNITS 

PRELIMINARY COURSE 

• The Nature of Religion and Beliefs including Aboriginal beliefs and 
spirituality 

• Two religious traditions of Islam and Christianity with particular 
focus on Origins, Principal beliefs, Sacred Texts and writings, Core 
ethical teaching and Observances 

HSC COURSE 

• Religious Belief Systems in Australia post-1945 

• Two Religious Tradition Depth Study from: Christianity and Islam 
with particular focus on; Significant people and ideas, Ethical 
teachings (Bioethics, Sexual ethics and Environmental ethics) and 
Significant practices. 

RECOMMEMDED FOR 
This course is recommended for students who are interested in and desire 
an understanding of the religious background of people in a multicultural 
Australian society. 

This course is also recommended for students who are interested in 
completing a unit for their HSC in Year Eleven. 
  

KEY INFO 

• NESA Learning Area: 
Christian Education 

• 1 Unit ATAR 

• Board Developed Course 

• Exclusions: Studies of 
Religion II 

 

FUTURE STUDIES 

Studies of Religion, in an 
overarching sense, provides a 
flexible structure within which 
students can prepare for 
further education and 
training, employment and full 
and active participation as 
citizens. 
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STUDIES OF RELIGION II 
COURSE SUMMARY 
Studies of Religion promotes an awareness, understanding and critical 
appreciation of the nature of religion and the influence of religious traditions, 
beliefs and practices in societies and on the individual, with an emphasis on 
the Australian context.  Studies of Religion allows students to examine critically 
the role religion plays in enabling believers to make sense of human existence. 

Studies of Religion is designed for students in all schools and does not seek to 
establish one religious tradition to the exclusion of all others.  However, this 
course will be taught from a distinctly Christian perspective and will provide 
opportunities for substantial study and research in this area.  

Video and audio files, interactive quizzes, cloze exercises, research and online 
assessments will also supplement this course. Students will communicate with 
teachers regularly via e-mail, course forums with regular feedback and 
reflection on work submitted. 

COURSE UNITS 

PRELIMINARY COURSE 

• The Nature of Religion and Beliefs including Aboriginal beliefs and 
spirituality 

• Three religious traditions of Judaism, Islam and Christianity with 
particular focus on Origins, Principal Beliefs, Sacred Texts and writings, 
Core ethical teaching and Observances 

• Religions of Ancient Origin 

• The expression of religion and belief systems in Australia in pre-1945 

HSC COURSE 

• Religious Belief Systems in Australia post-1945 

• Three Religious Tradition Depth Studies from: Judaism, Islam and 
Christianity with particular focus on; Significant people and ideas, 
Ethical teachings (Bioethics, Sexual ethics and Environmental ethics) 
and Significant practices. 

• Religion and Peace 

• Religion and Non-Religion with particular focus on the human search 
for meaning through new religious expression and Non-religious 
worldviews 

RECOMMENDED FOR 
This course is recommended for students who are interested in a deeper 
understanding of religious traditions and spiritual beliefs and applying this 
knowledge to better prepare them to become an informed citizen in a 
multicultural Australian Society. 
  

KEY INFO 

• NESA Learning Area: 
Christian Education 

• 2 Unit ATAR 

• Board Developed Course 

• Exclusions: Studies of 
Religion I 

 

FUTURE STUDIES 

Studies of Religion, in an 
overarching sense, provides a 
flexible structure within which 
students can prepare for 
further education and 
training, employment and full 
and active participation as 
citizens. 
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TEXTILES AND DESIGN 
COURSE SUMMARY 
The Textiles and Design Course provides a curriculum structure that reflects 
the important role that textiles play in society. The course is designed to 
enable students to understand and appreciate the nature and significance 
of Textiles and to develop confidence and competence in the selection of 
design, manufacture and application of textile items. 

This syllabus investigates the science and technology of textiles through the 
study of properties and performance, allowing students to make the 
correct consumer choices in the textiles area. Technological and practical 
skills are developed and enhanced through the use of textile-related 
technologies. 

The concept of design elements and principles, as being both functional 
and aesthetic and as part of the creative design process, are examined 
within the specialised field of textiles. Through the area of study relating to 
the Australian Textile, Clothing, Footwear and Allied Industries, the course 
offers students the opportunity to explore advances in technology, current 
issues facing the industry and employment opportunities. 

Textiles and Design develops a body of knowledge, skills and values that 
contribute to the overall education of students, which can provide 
opportunities for small business and leisure activities throughout life. It 
develops student creativity and project management skills that promote 
self-esteem and independence. Students develop an understanding of 
project work and this is emulated through the designing, planning and 
manufacturing of a Major Textiles Project. 

COURSE UNITS 

PRELIMINARY COURSE 

• Design 40% 

• Properties and Performance of Textiles 50% 

• Australian Textile, Clothing, Footwear and Allied Industries 10% 

HSC COURSE 

• Design 20% 

• Properties and Performance of Textiles 20% 

• Australian Textile, Clothing, Footwear and Allied Industries 10% 

• Major Textiles Project 50% 

RECOMMENDED FOR  
This course is recommended for students who are creative, enjoy a more 
practical approach to learning and are independent learners who are 
interested in project based work. This course is also recommended for 
students who may be interested in a career in any form of design or 
creative field. 
  

KEY INFO 

• NESA Learning Area: TAS 

• 2 Unit ATAR 

• Board Developed Course 

• Exclusions: Projects 
developed for assessment 
in one subject are not to be 
used either in full or in part 
for assessment in any other 
subject. 

 

FUTURE STUDIES 

The study of Textiles and 
Design provides students with 
knowledge, understanding 
and skills that form a valuable 
foundation for a range of 
courses at university and other 
tertiary institutions. In addition, 
the study of Textiles and 
Design assists students to 
prepare for employment in a 
range of careers relating to 
fashion design and associated 
areas within the fashion 
industry. The course provides 
pathways into further 
education and training, or 
employment in Textile related 
fields such as Fashion Design, 
Interior Design, Fashion 
Merchandising, Costume 
Design, Forensic Science, Film 
and Television allowing 
students to contribute 
positively to the textiles 
industry and society. 
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VISUAL ARTS 
COURSE SUMMARY 
Visual Arts involves students in artmaking, art criticism and art history. Students 
develop their own artworks, culminating in a 'body of work' in the HSC course. 
Students critically and historically investigate artworks, critics, historians and 
artists from Australia as well as those from other cultures, traditions and times. 

The Preliminary course is broadly focused, while the HSC course provides for 
deeper and more complex investigations. While the course builds on Visual Arts 
courses in Stages 4 and 5, it also caters for students with more limited 
experience in Visual Arts. 

COURSE UNITS 

PRELIMINARY COURSE 

• the nature of practice in artmaking, art criticism and art history 

• the role and function of artists, artworks, the world and audiences in 
the artworld 

• the different ways the visual arts may be interpreted and developing 
their own informed view 

• developing meaning, focus and interest in their work 

• building understandings over time  

HSC COURSE 

• Developing practice in artmaking, art criticism, and art history 

• Developing informed points of view in increasingly independent ways 
and using different interpretive frameworks 

• Relationships between artists, artworks, the world and audiences  

• Developing meaning and focus in their work 

Particular Course Requirements 

Preliminary Course: 

• Artworks in at least two expressive forms and use of a visual arts 
process diary  

• a broad investigation of ideas in artmaking, art criticism and art 
history 

HSC Course: 

• development of a body of work and use of a visual arts process diary  

• a minimum of five Case Studies (4–10 hours each)  

• deeper and more complex investigations in artmaking, art criticism 
and art history 

RECOMMENDED FOR 
Visual Arts is recommended for students who want to experience a range of 
artmaking practice and develop their technical skills and work towards a body 
of work. This course would benefit students who want to study Visual Arts at 
University or TAFE. 

KEY INFO 

• NESA Learning Area: 
Creative Arts 

• 2 Unit ATAR 

• Board Developed Course 

• Exclusions: Projects 
developed for assessment 
in one subject are not to be 
used either in full or in part 
for assessment in any other 
subject. 

 

FUTURE STUDIES 

In Visual Arts you will develop 
skills and qualities that are 
relevant to many situations in 
the workplace and in further 
study. This course encourages 
you to become a critical 
consumer of contemporary 
visual culture in a world that is 
dominated by visual images. 
This course is recommended 
background for many 
university and TAFE courses in 
Visual Arts and Design. 
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APPENDIX 1  - VET SUBJECTS  
UNITS OF COMPETENCY  

BUSINESS SERVICES
• BSBWHS201 Contribute to health and 

safety of self and others 

• BSBSUS201 Participate in environmentally 
sustainable work practices 

• BSBINM201 Process and maintain 
workplace information 

• TLIP2029 Prepare and process financial 
documents 

• BSBINN201 Contribute to workplace 
innovation 

• BSBIND201 Work effectively in a business 
environment 

• BSBCUS201 Deliver a service to customers 

• BSBITU201 Produce simple word-processed 
documents 

• BSBCMM201 Communicate in the 
workplace 

• BSBITU212 Create and use spreadsheets 

• BSBITU203 Use digital technologies to 
communicate remotely 

• BSBWOR203 Work effectively with others 

• BSBITU307 Develop keyboarding speed 
and accuracy 

• BSBWOR204 Use business technology 

ENTERTAINMENT INDUSTRY
• BSBWOR301 Organise personal work 

priorities and development 

• CPCCOHS1001A Work safely in the 
construction industry 

• CUAIND301 Work effectively in the 
creative arts industry 

• CUALGT301 Operate basic lighting 

• CUALGT304 Install and operate 
followspots 

• CUAPPR304 Participate in Collaborative 
creative projects 

• CUASMT301 Work effectively backstage 
during performances 

• CUASOU301 Undertake live audio 
operations 

• CUASOU306 Operate sound reinforcement 
systems 

• CUASTA202 Assist with bump in and bump 
out of shows 

• CUASTA301 Assist with production 
operations for live performance 

• CUASTA304 Maintain physical production 
elements 

• CUAVSS302 Operate vision systems 

• CUAWHS302 Apply work health and safety 
practices 

• SITXCCS006 Provide service to customers 

HOSPITALITY FOOD AND BEVERAGE 
• SITXFSA001 Use hygienic practices for food 

safety 

• SITXWHS001 Participate in safe work 
practices 

• SITHIND002 Source and use information on 
the hospitality industry 

• SITHFAB004 Prepare and serve non-
alcoholic beverages 

• SITHFAB005 Prepare and serve expresso 
coffee 

• SITHFAB007 Serve food and beverage 

• SITXCCS003 Interact with customers 

• SITHCCC003 Prepare and present 
sandwiches 
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