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Updated: June 2020 

This Information Guide is for indicative purposes 
only. Information contained in this booklet is 
subject to change without notice. 

FROM THE DIRECTOR OF CURRICULUM  
As a College, we pride ourselves on being able to offer our students a comprehensive range of options for 
Stage Five and Stage Six study which are tailored to personal interests and abilities. Our Senior School teachers 
are excellent educators who are highly committed to providing the best support to our students through the 
journey, both academically and socially. We hope that our students can find a course pathway that will suit 
the gifts and talents that God has given them.  

Students continuing study through Years Eleven and Twelve will open up many doors for adult life. This may 
be in terms of future study opportunities, employment or additional training. It is important to have high 
expectations of your God given capacity and set aspirational goals for your remaining time at the College.  

Hadley Johnston 

Director of Curriculum  
 

STAGE FOUR (YEARS SEVEN AND EIGHT) AND 
STAGE FIVE (YEARS NINE AND TEN)  
MANDATORY COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
The NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) requires all students to undertake a program of study which 
includes: 

 

English The NESA developed syllabus to be studied substantially throughout each of 
Years Seven to Ten. 400 hours to be completed by the end of Year Ten. 

Mathematics The NESA developed syllabus to be studied substantially throughout each of 
Years Seven to Ten. 400 hours to be completed by the end of Year Ten. 

Science The NESA developed syllabus to be studied substantially throughout each of 
Years Seven to Ten. 400 hours to be completed by the end of Year Ten. 

Human Society and Its 
Environment 

To be studied substantially throughout each of Years Seven to Ten. 400 hours 
to be completed by the end of Year Ten. Must include 100 hours each of 
History and Geography in Stage Four and 100 hours each of Australian History 
and Australian Geography in Stage Five. 

Languages Other Than 
English 

100 hours to be completed in one language over one continuous twelve 
month period between Years Seven and Ten but preferably in Years Seven 
and Eight. 

Technological and 
Applied Studies 

NESA’s Technology Years Seven and Eight syllabus to be studied for 200 hours. 

Creative Arts 200 hours to be completed consisting of NESA’s 100 hour mandatory courses 
in each of Visual Arts and Music. The 100 hour mandatory courses in these 
subjects will be taught as coherent units of study and not split over a number 
of years. 

Personal Development, 
Health and Physical 
Education 

NESA’s mandatory 300 hour integrated course in Personal Development, 
Health and Physical Education to be studied in each of Years Seven to Ten. 

 

In addition to these requirements, at Rouse Hill Anglican College students from Pre-K to Year Twelve undertake 
a program in Christian Education. 
  



 

RECORD OF STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT (ROSA) INFORMATION 
Eligible students who leave school, after completing Year Ten but before receiving their Higher School 
Certificate (HSC) will receive the NSW Record of School Achievement (RoSA). 

This is a cumulative credential in that it allows students to accumulate their academic results until they leave 
school. 

The RoSA records completed Stage Five and Preliminary Stage Six courses and grades, and participation in 
any uncompleted Preliminary Stage Six courses. 

It is of specific use to students leaving school prior to the HSC. 

Any time a student or school wants an up to date snapshot of student’s academic progress, a transcript called 
a Student eRecord can be accessed via Schools Online or Students Online and printed or emailed. 

Students who go on to complete the HSC will see all their Stage Six (Year Eleven and Twelve) courses and 
results on their Higher School Certificate. 

A RoSA is only issued when a student is leaving school, not if transferring to another school. Students must 
complete Year Ten to be eligible for a RoSA.  



 

 

YEARS NINE AND TEN ELECTIVE COURSES  
Students will choose two elective courses in Years Nine and Ten, for example: 

 

• Child Studies 

• Commerce 

• Crime, Death & Punishment (History elective) 

• Dance 

• Design and Technology 

• Drama 

• Industrial Technology (Timber) 

• Information and Software Technology 

• Languages (Japanese, Mandarin) 

• Music 

• Photographic and Digital Media 

• Physical Activity and Sports Studies 

• Visual Arts 

• Visual Design 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Note: 

For a course to be confirmed a sufficient 
number of students must select it and 
teaching staff be available. 

 



 

STAGE SIX (YEARS ELEVEN AND TWELVE)
The NSW Higher School Certificate (HSC) is an 
internationally recognised credential that provides a 
strong foundation for students wishing to pursue 
tertiary qualifications, vocational training and/or 
employment. 

Students in Stage Six undertake a pattern of 
learning/study normally over two years: 

Preliminary Course in Year Eleven - minimum of 12 
units (English is compulsory) 

There are no external examinations. The internal 
assessment program leads to the award of the 
Record of School Achievement (RoSA) for students 
who do not complete Year Twelve. 

The Preliminary Course spans from Term One to Term 
Three inclusive. Students must satisfactorily complete 
the requirements of the Preliminary program to move 
onto the HSC program. 

HSC Course in Year Twelve - minimum of 10 units 
(English is compulsory) 

Internal assessments, as well as external 
examinations at the end of the course, lead to the 
award of the Higher School Certificate and, for those 
students intending to undertake tertiary study, an 
Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR). 

For some students, it is recommended that they 
maintain 12 units in Year Twelve, however, in 
individual cases and upon application to the 
Director of Curriculum, a decrease to 11 units or to 10 
units will be considered. It should be noted that class 
times not timetabled with a specific course should be 
spent in the Library doing quiet private study. 

 

COMPULSORY ASPECTS OF SCHOOL LIFE 
All Year Eleven and Twelve students have timetabled 
periods for the following: 

• Christian  Education 

• Homeroom and Vertical Group 

• Assembly  

• Chapel 

WHAT TYPE OF COURSES CAN I SELECT? 
Board Developed Courses  

These are courses developed by the NSW Education 
Standards Authority (NESA).   

There is a syllabus for each course that contains: 

• the course objectives, structure, content 
and outcomes 

• specific course requirements 

• assessment requirements 

• sample examination papers and marking 
guidelines 

• the performance bands 

These courses are examined externally at the end of 
the HSC course and contribute towards the 
calculation of the Australian Tertiary Admission Rank 
(ATAR). 

 

Content Endorsed Courses 

These are courses developed by NESA, however, 
they are not examined externally (no HSC Exam) and 
therefore do not contribute to the ATAR. They do 
contribute to the student’s HSC including the number 
of units studied. 

TAFE Delivered Vocational Education and Training 
Courses (TVET) Courses 

Students undertaking one of these courses would 
normally attend a TAFE Institute on one afternoon per 
week (approx. 4 hours) and would be responsible for 
making their own way from the College to the TAFE. 
Courses may also be studied externally through 
OTEN.    

These courses incur an additional cost to parents 
(varying from approximately $1550 to $4500 per 
year), the amount being determined by the 
individual modules in the course. It may be possible 
for certain courses to attract a subsidy administered 
by the Association of Independent Schools to offset 
a part of the cost but it is by no means certain if the 
application for the subsidy will be successful. 

The student fees charged for TVET and OTEN courses 
will be the course fee minus any subsidy received 
from the Association of Independent Schools.  

EXTERNAL COURSES 
A range of courses are available through distance 
education institutions, such as the NSW School of 
Languages (NSL) and the Sydney Distance Education 
High School (SDE), for students who wish to study a 
particular course that may not be offered at the 
College. Students will complete their modules of 
notes and activities using a Learning Management 
System such as Moodle or Canvas and will hand in 
work on a regular basis, usually per week. The periods 
that students do not have an RHAC subject, usually 
nine lessons a fortnight, are spent working individually 
in the Library. Assessments are completed both at 
school and at the distance school. Overall 
supervision regarding student progress is provided by 
the Head of Languages and External Studies. As with 
TAFE delivered courses, any external course will incur 
an additional cost to parents. 



 

WHAT ARE UNITS? 
All courses offered for the Higher School Certificate 
have a unit value.  Subjects may have a value of 1 
unit or 2 units.  Most courses are 2 units, although all 
extension courses have a value of 1 unit. 

Each unit involves class time of approximately 60 
hours per year.  In the HSC each unit has a value of 
50 marks, hence a 2 unit course has a value of 100 
marks. 

2 units = approx. 120 hours per year 
 = 100 marks 

The following is a guide to help you understand the 
pattern of courses. 

2 Unit Course: This is the basic structure for most 
courses.  It has a value of 100 marks. 

Extension Course: Extension study may be available 
in a restricted number of subjects.  Extension courses 
build on the content of the 2 Unit course and carry 
an additional value of 1 unit.  These courses require 
students to work beyond the standard of the 2 Unit 
course.   

English and Mathematics Extension Courses are 
available at Preliminary and HSC levels.  Students 
must study the Preliminary Extension course in these 
subjects before proceeding to the two HSC Extension 
courses (Extension 1 and Extension 2).  The Extension 
2 course requires students to work beyond the 
standard of the Extension 1 course.  They are suitable 
for those students who demonstrate an exceptional 
interest and ability in a subject. 

HSC Extension courses, other than English and 
Mathematics, which are also available, are History, 
Science and Music. These extension courses are 
examined in Year Twelve only. 

Generally, Extension courses are delivered ‘off 
timetable’ and therefore will occur before or after 
normal school hours. 

WHAT ARE THE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE 
AWARD OF THE HSC? 
To be awarded the HSC the following requirements 
must be satisfied: 

• Satisfactory completion of courses which 
meet the pattern of study required by the 
NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) 
for the award of the Higher School 
Certificate.  This includes the completion of 
the practical, oral or project works required 
for specific courses and the assessment 
requirements for each course. 

• Successful completion of at least 12 
Preliminary course units, followed by at least 
10 Higher School Certificate course units. 
You may not enter a new course in the HSC 
year if it has not been studied in the 
Preliminary year. 

• Attendance and serious attempts at the 
Higher School Certificate Examinations. 

The Preliminary course and the HSC course must 
include the following: 

• at least 6 units of Board Developed Courses 
• at least 2 units of English 
• at least 3 courses of 2 unit value or greater 
• at least 4 subjects 
• if students select more than one Category B 

course they will be reminded, that for the 
purpose of calculating the ATAR, only one 
can be included 

• no more than six units of Science courses 
can be included in the minimum 12 
Preliminary units and no more than seven 
units in Year Twelve 

Information regarding senior study in NSW is available 
on the NESA website:  

www.educationstandards.nsw.edu.au through NSW 
Students Online. The Universities Admissions Centre 
(UAC) is also a source of information for senior 
students: www.uac.edu.au.  

WHAT IS REQUIRED TO GET AN ATAR? 
To be eligible for an Australian Tertiary Admission 
Rank (ATAR), a student must complete at least 10 
units of Board Developed HSC Courses including 2 
units of English. The Board Developed Courses must 
include at least 3 courses of 2 units or greater and at 
least 4 subjects. The ATAR will be based on an 
aggregate of scaled marks in 10 units of Board 
Developed Courses, comprising the best 2 units of 
English and the best 8 units from the remaining units. 

Students are advised not to approach a pattern of 
study anticipating at any time that they will 
automatically discontinue a particular 2 unit subject 
at the end of the Preliminary Course. When 
circumstances change at the end of the Preliminary 
Course, for example, replacing a 2 unit course with 
an Extension course or reducing the number of 
courses being studied, the relevant issues should be 
discussed with parent/s, teachers, the Director of 
Curriculum and the Head of the relevant 
department, prior to completing a Stage Six Course 
Change Form. Therefore, students should treat each 
subject within their Preliminary Course pattern of 
study as though it will be carried through to the end 
of the Higher School Certificate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.uac.edu.au/


 

LEARNING THE LANGUAGE OF THE HSC 
ATAR  

Australian Tertiary Admission Rank. A number 
between 1 and 99.95 based on a student’s best 10 
units of work. The ATAR indicates a student’s place in 
NSW relative to all other students who were enrolled 
in Year 12 for the current student cohort. ATAR ranks 
are directly comparable between Australian states. 
Admission to Australian universities is most frequently 
based on a student’s ATAR.  

BOARD DEVELOPED COURSE  

A course developed by the NSW Education 
Standards Authority (NESA). These courses, in most 
cases, can be included in the calculation of the 
ATAR.  

CATEGORY A COURSE  

The criteria for Category A classification is the 
degree to which the course contributes to assumed 
knowledge for university studies.  

CATEGORY B COURSE  

Category B courses are regarded as contributing less 
to assumed knowledge for university studies. Only 2 
units of Category B courses can count towards ATAR 
calculation.  

CONTENT ENDORSED COURSE  

Courses have syllabuses endorsed by NESA to cater 
for areas of special interest not covered in the Board 
Developed Courses.  

COURSE  

A branch of study within a subject. (e.g. English 
Standard) 

COURSE CLUSTER  

The arrangement of groups of HSC subjects in such a 
way so as to obtain maximum credit transfer into a 
TAFE course.  

 
CREDIT TRANSFER  

TAFE recognises the skills and knowledge gained 
through some courses or life experience. Credit 
transfer is one type of recognition, which is based on 
agreements between institutions. Many HSC courses 
provide credit transfer opportunities into NSW TAFE. 
Students therefore enter TAFE courses with advanced 
standing.  

 

DISTANCE EDUCATION  

A form of study that takes place outside the school 
by correspondence. Periodical residential 
attendance is usually required.  

EXTENSION COURSE  

Extension courses build on the content of a 2 Unit 
course and carry an additional value of 1 Unit. 
English and Mathematics Extension Courses are 
available at Preliminary and HSC levels. HSC 
extension courses in subjects other than English and 
Mathematics are offered and examined in the HSC 
year only.  

HSC COURSE  

The HSC Course begins after the completion of the 
compulsory Preliminary Course. (NB: It is possible to 
study Preliminary courses and HSC courses in one 
year.)  

LINE  

A group of courses on the timetable that are run at 
the same time (NB. You can only choose 1 course 
from each line.)  

MINIMUM STANDARDS 

A minimum standard of literacy and numeracy is 
required to receive the HSC to reflect the 
importance of literacy and numeracy for success in 
daily life. HSC students will need to meet the HSC 
minimum standard in three areas – reading, writing 
and numeracy. 

NSW SCHOOL OF LANGUAGES  

A NSW Government provider of Distance Education 
in languages. 
 
  



 

PART-TIME TRAINEESHIPS  

A VET course that includes paid part time 
employment that occurs concurrently with 
Preliminary and HSC studies – i.e. spread over 2 years. 
The students undertaking these courses will receive a 
Traineeship qualification.  

PATHWAYS  

An option that enables students to construct 
different pathways through their senior studies 
including extended time to complete their course. 
Up to 5 years can be taken to complete the HSC.  

PRELIMINARY COURSE  

Preliminary courses are those usually taken in Year 
Eleven and do not have an external examination.  

SUBJECT  

A general name given to an area of study e.g. 
English, that may have several different courses e.g. 
English Advanced.  

 

UNIT  

All courses offered for the HSC have a unit value. 
Courses may be a value of 1 unit or 2 units. Most 
courses are 2 units. The units indicate the amount of 
time allocated to a course. 2 Units are equivalent to 
6 periods a fortnight (120 hours per year). In the HSC 
each unit has a value of 50 marks. (i.e. 2 units = 120 
hours per year = 100 marks)  

VET COURSES  

Vocational Education and Training Courses are 
courses which are relevant to industry needs and 
have clear links to post-school education. These 
courses allow students to gain both HSC 
qualifications and accreditation with industry and 
the workplace as part of the Australian Qualifications 
Framework (AQF). These courses have a specific 
workplace component and students receive special 
documentation showing the competencies gained. 
Some of these courses are delivered by schools and 
some by TAFE.



 

COURSES 
DEPARTMENTS AND COURSES  

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

• Studies of Religion I 

• Studies of Religion II 

ENGLISH 

• English Studies 

• English Standard 

• English Advanced 

• English Extension 1 

• English Extension 2 (Year Twelve) 

• Drama  

HSIE 

• Ancient History 

• Business Studies 

• Economics 

• Geography 

• History Extension (Year Twelve) 

• Legal Studies 

• Modern History 

• Society and Culture  

LANGUAGES 

• German Beginners  

• Japanese Beginners 

• Japanese Continuers 

MATHEMATICS 

• Mathematics Standard 

• Mathematics Advanced 

• Mathematics Extension 1 

• Mathematics Extension 2 (Year Twelve)  

MUSIC 

• Music 1 

• Music 2 

• Music Extension (Year Twelve)  

PDHPE 

• Dance 

• PDHPE 

• Sport, Lifestyle and Recreation (Category 
B Course)  

SCIENCE 

• Biology 

• Chemistry 

• Physics  

• Science Extension (Year Twelve) 

TAS  

• Community and Family Studies 

• Design and Technology 

• Exploring Early Childhood (Category B 
Course)  

• Food Technology 

• Industrial Technology (Timber)  

• Information Processes and Technology 

• Textiles and Design 

VISUAL ARTS 

• Photography, Video and Digital Imaging 
(Category B Course) 

• Visual Arts 

VET 

• Business Services (Category B Course) 

• Entertainment Industry (Category B 
Course) 

• Hospitality: Food and Beverage (Category 
B Course) – Year Eleven Only 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Note: 

For a course to be confirmed a sufficient number of students must select it and teaching staff be available. 

After an initial survey of interest, course lines are formed. Some students may be asked to choose an 
alternative subject if two (or more) of their choices have been allocated to the same line. 

  



 

EXTERNAL PROVIDERS 
TVET (TAFE DELIVERED VOCATIONAL 
EDUCATION AND TRAINING)  WESTERN 
SYDNEY INSTITUTE  
With TVET, you can get a head start on your career 
by completing a TAFE NSW course, while still at 
school. TVET courses are available to students in Year 
Eleven and Twelve (Stage 6) as well as students in 
Year Nine and Ten (Stage 5). The majority of courses 
are Stage 6 courses which count towards your HSC, 
with some contributing towards your Australian 
Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR).  

BENEFITS OF TVET AT TAFE NSW  
You will gain work related skills and experience that 
is recognised and valued by employers. In many 
TVET courses, in addition to your theoretical training, 
you will also be required to complete a mandatory 
work placement. TVET studies can be used to help 
you gain a place in a TAFE NSW Higher Education 
course or at a university, by contributing to your 
ATAR.  

Your TVET qualification will also provide you with an 
industry qualification. TVET courses may also 
contribute towards credit or advanced standing in 
your next TAFE NSW course. By successfully 
completing your TVET course, you will gain two 
credentials upon finishing school; one from the New 
South Wales Educational Standards Authority 
(NESA), and another from TAFE NSW. For more 
information you may want to explore this link: 
https://www.tafensw.edu.au/study/types-
courses/tvet 

Further information about TVET can be found on the 
Careers Webpage with an extensive list of TAFE 
courses offered:  

https://www.rhaccareers.com/custom-page/3  

Courses count towards the ATAR if: 

• The 240 hour course that you complete is 
ATAR enabled 

• The student completes the mandatory work 
placement 

• The student completes the optional HSC 
Exam (NESA) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EVET COURSES 
These courses work the same as TVET courses. The ‘T’ 
in TVET stands for TAFE delivered. The ‘E’ in EVET 
stands for ‘Externally Provided.’ That means external 
to the school and encompasses both TAFE delivered 
and privately provided courses. 

An example of externally provided courses that 
could be offered are:  

• 27101 – Human Services (Allied Health) 
HLT33015 – Certificate III in Allied Health 
Assistance 2u x 2y ATAR Nepean Hospital 

• Certificate II and III in Entertainment 
Industries, which enable high school 
students access to AIE's specialist project-
based training in game development and 
3D animation. These courses are Non-ATAR 
but count as units towards the HSC and can 
be completed entirely during the holidays. 

• AVI30316 Certificate III in Aviation (Remote 
Pilot – Visual Line of Sight), as well as your 
Aeronautical Radio Certificate and Remote 
Pilot Licence (RePL). 

SCHOOL BASED APPRENTICESHIPS AND 
TRAINEESHIPS 
School Based Apprenticeships (SBAs) and School 
Based Traineeships (SBTs) combine paid work with 
TAFE NSW training and school. They give you the 
opportunity to gain a nationally recognised VET 
qualification as well as your HSC and valuable 
workplace skills and experience through part-time 
paid employment. 

After successfully completing an SBA or SBT, you will 
receive a TAFE NSW transcript of academic record 
which may count towards further study. 

At the end of your SBA you will have also finished the 
full first year of your full apprenticeship. 

• Find out more about Apprenticeships and 
Traineeships 

• Find out more about School Based 
Apprenticeships and Traineeships in NSW 
  

https://www.tafensw.edu.au/study/types-courses/tvet
https://www.tafensw.edu.au/study/types-courses/tvet
https://www.rhaccareers.com/custom-page/3
https://www.tafensw.edu.au/why/vet-facts
https://www.tafensw.edu.au/why/vet-facts
https://www.tafensw.edu.au/study/types-courses/apprenticeships-traineeships
https://www.tafensw.edu.au/study/types-courses/apprenticeships-traineeships
http://www.sbatinnsw.info/
http://www.sbatinnsw.info/


 

NSW SCHOOL OF LANGUAGES  
For students who wish to study a language which is 
not offered at RHAC or does not fit within the Year 
Eleven and Twelve subject lines. Strict conditions 
apply. 
https://nswschoollang.schools.nsw.gov.au/ 
Courses 

• Chinese 

• French 

• German  

• Indonesian 

• Italian 

• Japanese 

• Korean 

• Latin 

• Modern Greek 

• Portuguese 

• Russian  

• Spanish 

SYDNEY DISTANCE EDUCATION HIGH 
SCHOOL (SDEHS) 
Sydney Distance Education High School offers a 
range of academic courses for study, however, 

languages are not included at this distance school.  
Students who are not able to study a particular 
course at RHAC can apply to complete a distance 
education course through this external provider. 
Strict conditions apply and for information contact 
the Head of Languages and External Studies.  

https://sydneyh-d.schools.nsw.gov.au/ 

FINIGAN SCHOOL OF DISTANCE EDUCATION 
Finigan School of Distance Education offers a range 
of academic courses for study.  Students who are not 
able to study a particular course at RHAC can apply 
to complete a distance education course through 
this external provider. Strict conditions apply and for 
information contact the Head of Languages and 
External Studies.  

https://finigan-d.schools.nsw.gov.au/ 

CHARGING OF FEES FOR EXTERNAL COURSES 
Full fees will be charged to students who choose to 
study external courses except in exceptional 
circumstances to be approved by the Principal.  

 

 

https://nswschoollang.schools.nsw.gov.au/
https://sydneyh-d.schools.nsw.gov.au/
https://finigan-d.schools.nsw.gov.au/
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